YESTERYEAR AROUND CALEDONIA STATION

No. 12 1977

State of Michigan
County of Kent  s.5.

This is to certify that at a regular meeting of the Quarterly Conference of Middleville Circuit in Grand Rapids
District of the Michigan Annual Conference of the Methodisi Episcopal Church held at Middleville in said circuit
on the 15th day of November, A.D. 1873, it was resolved by said Quarterly Conference to organize and elect a
board of Trustees to consist of Five members for the Caledonia Society and that such Trustees should and their

successors should be hereafter forever called and known by the name of “*The First Methodist Episcopal Church
of Caledonia.”

_Thcr-::u]mn on the nomination of the Rev. Levi Master, Preacher in charge of said Circuit the following named
persons were, by the said Quarterly Conference elected Trustees of **The First Methodist Episcopal Church of
Caledonia.” viz. D. W. Dutcher, Michael Vincent, T. D. Buck. J. B. Proctor, Henry Winks.

Witness the hand and seal of the Presiding Elder of said District and exofficio President of said Quarterly
Conference.

L.5. D. F. Barnes, Presiding Elder

[EDITOR 'S NOTE: The above is o copy of the document whick formed whur became known later as the East Caledonin Charclt, The origine!
document, still in existence. is carefully preserved in the Michigan Srate Arclives in Lansing. |



THE TALL & LONG LIFED DUTCHERS

Charles Dutcher was born January 9, 1800 of
German parentage, and his wife Adelia was born
May 17, 1808, of French descent. Charles died
December 18, 1873 and Adelia died in 1889, both
are buried in the Daniel’s Cemetery.

Charles and Adelia had three children, David,
Wesley and Mamie, who married William Jack-
son. Wesley settled in the rich muck land near
Byron Center. He and his wife Lodema had four
sons, Fred, George, John and Arthur, and daughter
Ella LaClear. Fred was very tall, standing 6 feet
and 7 inches. Ella, too, was unusually tall. Mamie
Jackson had four sons and three daughters., Her
husband William disappeared on a shopping trip to
Grand Rapids and was thought to have mel with
foul play.

David W. Dutcher was born in HRandolph,
Cayuga County, New York, June 29, 1832, He went
to Euclid, Cuyahoga County, Ohio with his parents.
In Ohio he married Luecy F. Johnson October 20,
1853, the daughter of Abraham and Sarah {Devore)
Johnson born in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, July 4,
1836. In 1854 they came to Kent County and bought
80 acres of land in Section 14 of Cascade Township.
In that era when horses were the source of power he
operated a blacksmith shop on the Whitneyville
Creek. His wife Lucy ran the Whitneyville Hotel,
Their children were Alverado, Charles J., Clarence
E., Howard and Sarah who became Mrs. Chan
Kellogg. Charles married Lydia Rosenberger. They
had two sons, Guy and Maynard. Guy had one son,
Wayne, who has sons Tom and Jim.

Alverado Dutcher and his wife Iva had no
Children.

Clarence Dutcher was wed to Elizabeth Hark-
ness, a teacher, Their sons were Alger and Minor
and they had a daughter, Wila, married to Joe
Laughlin. Wila had a daughter, Joan Moore, who
has four daughters and a grandchild. Alger's wife
was Leona Ellis. They have a son, Maurice, and two
daughters and grandchildren.

Minor's witfe was Mary Croninger. They have
sons David, an attorney; and Bruce, a realtor; and a
daughtier, Alice, a singer of note. David has two
sons and Bruce has several daughters.

The senior Dulchers now living in the East
Caledonia area are Maynard and Celesta (Oldt)
Datcher. They live at 8128 Whitneyville Avenue on
the Centennial Farm, in the family since 1855, and
sleep in the bedroom in which Maynard was born.
They were married May 25, 1916 and celebrated
their sixty-first anniversary in 1977. Maynard

Charles and Lydia Dutcher, son Maynard Dutcher

managed the lumber yard for the Farmers Elevator
Co. for 23 years. He was the Caledonia Township
building inspector for 12 years and served the
Daniels. School District as a director for 13 years,
Celesta was a former teacher and also gave many
piano lessons. She still writes her weekly news
column for the Sun and News. They are members of
the Whitneyville Grange and Life Members of
Caledonia Chapter O.E.S. Maynard received his
fifty year pin for membership in the R.C. Hathaway
Masonic Lodge in 1976,

Their children are Elvis Sheehan, Donald, John
and Frank. Iva died in infancy. They boast thirteen
grandchildren and eighteen great grandchildren.

The Dutcher's are a long lifed race. Alverado
died at 88 years, Charles at 97 and Clarence at 82.
All were farmers, staunch Republicans and
Methodist, members of the East Caledonia
Methodist Church.

Charles Dutcher had a fine collection of Indian
relics, found mostly on his own farm. His finest
piece was a peace pipe carved of stone in the form
of a beaver. He had battle axes, flints, shinning
stones and knives as well as many arrow heads.
Fach tribe had a distinctive design of arrow head.



Charles and Adelia Dutcher
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EXPRESSES GRATITUDE

NOTE: Reprinted from Caledonia News September
10, 1914,

As another year is nearly ended, now for in all
since we came to Caledonia, I again through these
columms desire to express the gratitude of myself
and family to the members and friends of the
church at all appointments for their kindness, the
support they have given, and their co-operation,
which has made it possible for us to be comfortable
and happy, and to bring some things to pass. Thank
you, friends.

The achievements of the churches of East
Caledonia and Parmellee are worthy of special
mention, especially of the construction of the
basements under their churches. When the
trustees decided almost simultaneously to build
them, the men of the community enthusiastically
responded with cash and labor. The work of
construction was almost entirely donated, many
times there being more men than could be
conveniently used.

The Ladies’ Aid Societies under the efficient
leadership of Mrs. A. Dutcher and Mrs. Fred Mead
gave most excellent assistance when the work of
construction was underway. The societies were
divided into shifts and provided hot dinners every
day for the men, along with a substantial amount in
cash,

These basements which are now being used
are built of concrete with plenty of light and will
have furnace heat for both auditorium and
basement.

At a cost of about %1000 each, they are
a credit to their communities. It is a move in the
right direction of making the church a social as well
as religious center.

M. A. Oldt
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Daniels School, 1905
Back Row: Iva Parks, Ruth Lind, Teacher Dessie (Amon) Snyder, Maynard Dutcher, Mable Emhoff, Clayton
Denise, Minor Dutcher, Alger Dutcher, Bert Thomson.
2nd Row: Anna Lind, Ilah Parks, Marian Lind, Ollie Lind, Bertha Miller, Ina Parks, Vera Cooley, Bessie
Smith, Belle Tolhurst
drd Row: Ivan Denise, Lloyd Hembling, Merval Riley, Charles Davis, Maynard Miller.

DANIELS SCHOOL — DISTRICT NO. 6 — CALEDONIA TOWNSHIP

The earliest record of Daniels School is appointment, December 13, 1856, of John Stewart as Director by
George S. Cooley and N. Daniels, other district officers. A report of the September 18, 1857 annual meeting
is recorded. Land was purchased from Lafayette Lybarker and N. Daniels for a school site, at $5.00 each.

By September 1, 1858, William I. Wood had completed the school house for $220.00 and the outhouse for
$19.00,

First teacher's contracts were to Adelaide Morse, Mary White and Mary Dowling. Earliest contract paid
the teacher $6.50 per month and board at the pupils’ homes. A month was 26 days, but no school was held
on alternate Saturdays or July 4. Three months of winter school and four months in the summer were held.

Early district officers were also David Hendershot, David Dutcher, William I. Wood, Charles Winks, A.
J. Whitney, Lafayette Lybarker, Levi Carpenter and Vasco Vincent.

The school census of 1866 showed a total of 66. In an era of large families most had several children on
the rolls. Prominent names were Bruton, Wood, Dutcher, Bateman, Dygert, Vincent, Whitney, Cooley,
Lybarker, Croninger, Riley, Winks, Jamison, Buck and Culver. Descendants of these families are still living
in the area.

The teachers of Daniels School include names of interest to their descendants or other relatives. Among
them we note Frank Campau, Mary McNeil, Alice Lybarker, Lizzie Dutcher, Frank Cuykendall, William
Stimpson, E. V. Pratt, Lillie Hale, Edna Wilson, Claude Siebert, Oscar Sherk, Audrey MeConnel,
Marguerite Oldt, Minor Dutcher, Celesta Duicher, Mary Loring.

Rules and Regulations for the Government of Public Schools of the School Laws of 1864, made plain the
duties of teachers and pupils. Teachers were not allowed to assign lessons to be learned out of Sehool
hours, but could inflict corporal punishment. They must have recesses and supervise play. They were to
tend fires and keep the schoolroom clean. No tobacco was allowed teacher or pupils and no profanity.



Daniels School 8th Grade Graduation 1910
Back Row: Maynard Dutcher, Alger Dutcher, Clayton Denise
Seated: Ruth (Ross) Lind, teacher Myra Griffin (later Mrs. Leon Anderson), Ruth (Darby) Pratt
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WILLIAM 1. WOOD

William I. Wood, pioneer, was born in Cayuga
County, New York, November 5, 1818. He was
the son of Nehemiah and Abigail (Rundel} Wood.
He was the fourth child of a family of nine
children. His ancestors were of Puritan stock and
pioneers of New England.

He lived on a farm until he was 17 years of
age. Then he learned the joiners’ trade and
worked at it for 31 wyears. He then came to
Caledonia township in April 1857 and settled on
Section 24. Here he engaged in clearing and
improving his land to carve for himself a home in
the dense forest. His charitable nature and skilled
hand were truly appreciated when death played
havoc among the early pioneers and the manufac-
ture of many a plain coffin later developed into a
large undertaking business.

He was married four times, the first marriage
occurring June 1839 to Esther Snyder, the second
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February 1855 to Mary Styles, the third July 1875
to Mrs. Comelia Ayers, the fourth October 1888
to Mrs. Sarah Brown.

He was Caledonia Township Supervisor in 1868
and 1872 and a member of the Thornapple Valley
Pioneer Association. He passed away at the
advanced age of 92, on August 13, 1910.
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®*  The committee for “WELCOME BACK FROM
THE ATTIC™ is grateful to Mrs. Ardis Lutz and
Mrs. Celesta Dutcher who supplied material for use
in this issue,

® Subscriptions and previous issues of “WEL-
COME BACK" are available from the subscription
manager, P. 0. Box 1870, Caledonia, Michigan
49316, or from Passenger Printing Service.
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Daniels School, 1926

Back Row (left™td right): Tom Forward, Willie Sears, Stanley Ketchel, Howard Miller, Athol Dygert, Roger

Pitsch, Robert Rowland.

2nd Row: Lola Sterzick, Thora Dygert, Teacher Mary Loring, Rachael Rowland, Elvis Dutcher {Sheehan),

Evelyn Pitsch

drd Row: Jack Karrer, Donald Dutcher, Lincoln Dygert, Maurice Dutcher, John Duicher.
4th Row: Elizabeth Sears (Working), Gloria Dutcher, Mabel Loring (Siegle), Virginia Miller (Shook),

Beatrice Ketsey.
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LADIES AID VOTES TO DISBAND

NOTE: reprinted from Sun and News, July 8, 1976

After nearly a century of service to church and
community, East Caledonia Ladies Aid voted to
discontinue. Organized as an auxiliary to East
Caledonia Methodist Episcopal Church, they
helped maintain the church and parsonage and
contributed to the pastor's salary.

The ladies always served a meal at noon. The
early meetings were called Socials and attended by
members and their families, with an occasional
guest. Dinners were served in the church or in the
homes.

Early records show Mrs. David Dutcher to
have been the first president. There were many
members from miles around. Among those were

Mrs. Cornelius Rosenberg, Mrs. Albert Williams,
Mrs. Tom Buck, Mrs. Ed Meade, Mrs. Orsemus
Rathbun, Mrs. Joseph Croninger, Mrs. G. Baker
and Mrs. Al Toby, Mrs. Louis Smith and Mrs, J.
Proctor.

Many other prominent ladies were numbered
among them. They had many money making ideas
— warm maple sugar parties, box socials, ice
cream socials, and guilting for hire. For this latter
they were paid according to the spools of thread
used. They always had quilis for sale at their
bazaars along with aprons, doilies and embroidered
items.

The Aid was ever ready to assist the needy.
They sewed for Bronson Hospital and the Red
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Cross. They canned hundreds of quarts of fruits
and vegetables for the Clark Home,

The Church was erected under the leadership
of Dawid Dutcher, the Rathbuns, Sanborns,
Mengzies and others of the Methodist faith. It was
heated by two large wood burning stoves, front and
rear. It was beautifully wainscoted in natural
woodds, The church and the Parmelee Church were
part of the Caledonia Charge. East Caledonia had a
Sunday service after its Sunday School,

In about 1912 with Rev. Maynard Oldt as
pastor, work began on basement for East Caledonia
and Parmelee. Cost was very little as the men and
boys did a good share of the work. The Ladies Aid
did their part. Every day they provided a hot dinner
at noon and cool drinks. Eventually The Aid had a
meeting place and greatly increased its member-
ship. It was now able to hold public dinners and
social affairs. Family potlucks were held frequent-
ly. The dinners were very popular and we had many
patrons.

Many golden weddings were celebrated in the
social room. First of these was that of Al and Iva
Dutcher. Others were those of the Frank Rathbuns,
Charles Dutchers, Claud Lorings, Maynard Dut-
chers and Alvah Lorings.

The Treasurer’s record shows the Aid bought a
clock and lamp for the church. They gave the eggs
laid on Sunday toward wallpaper for the edifice. A
bedspread and sheet were given the minister's
wife. Among these first pastors were Reverends
Bennett, Rochelle and Glass.

About 1920 the Ladies Aid flourished. It was a
social center. Almost all women in the area added
their names to its rolls. Husbands were non voting
members, A religious service was ever a part of its
meetings.

After the advent of the car it was thought
members could attend the other churches. Actually
few did. After several years Rev. Champlain
reopened our church. The Ladies Aid found much
to do. They refinished pews, did a lot of
varnishing, had the interior redecorated and
equipped rest rooms. An oil furnace was installed.
John Dutcher gave us a deep well, The church
did not prosper and no minister was assigned
The Aid was forced to buy the building. Again, they
worked hard and raised the money so they had title

to their meeting place.

Eventually, due to advancing age of its
members, it became too difficult to serve the public
dinners. With heavy hearts, the church building
was sold to be used as a wedding chapel.

It is impossible to give credit to all who deserve
it in this group of willing workers. Special mention
should go to Anna Loring who managed our
continuing bazaar and her aid, Audra Bergy, Etta
Timm, head wailress, Mary Loring, long time
secretary.

Officers at disbanding were: President, Celes-
ta Dutcher; Vice President at her death, Bertha
Sanborn; Secretary, Hazel MeCaul; Treasurer,
Gladys Miller; Sunshine Lady, Clara Denise.
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OSCAR BENNETT BARBER

OSCAR BENNETT BARBER

Oscar Bennett Barber was borm in Auburn, N.
Y., November 8, 1820. He died January 17, 1906
in East Caledonia at the age of 85 years, two
months and nine days.

He was the third child of Ira and Esther
Barber, natives of Vermont. His grandfather, an
Englishman, came to America prior to the
American Revolution, and his father was in the
War of 1812, In 1838 he went Galesburg, Ilinois,
and two vears later to Macoupin County, llinois,
where he lived until February 1849, He then
came to Caledonia Township and purchased 114
acres on Section 26. His farm bordered on Barber
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Lake and Battle Creek and Grand Rapids stage
route, then the only road between these cities.

In 1849 he was one of thirteen votes in
Caledonia Township after Bowne was made a
separate township from Caledonia. At that meet-
ing he was elected township assessor and
highway commissioner. After that he served as
township treasurer one year, drain commissioner
five years, and Justice of the Peace 16 years. He
was appointed Postmaster in 1861 of the Cale-
donia post office that first was located at
Whitneyville Avenue and 100th Street and later in
his home at 9462 Whitneyville Avenue. He was
postmaster for 18 years until the office was closed
on April 30, 1877.

He was married October 4, 1843, to Abbie J.,
danghter of Joseph B. and Nancy (Andrus)
Mason, born in Lebanon, Grafton County, N. H.,
July 22, 1822, They had ten children, Mary E.,
born August 4, 1844 (Mrs. George W. Barber);
Maria L., October 19, 1845 (Mrs. Owen A.
Nichols): William O., June 7, 1847 (married Ruth
Campbell): James M., September 19, 1851 (mar-
ried Ruby Barnum); Emma E., October 22, 1853
(Mrs. William Baker); Estella E., April 3, 1860
iMrs. Lewis Smith); Fred R., April 8, 1862; Frank
M., February 12, 1864; Walden W., March 7,
1849, died in September 1851.

0. B. Barber was a charter member of the
Thornapple Valley Pioneer Association when he
joined it in 1886. He was an active member of the
Masonic Lodge over forty years, and a member of
the M. E. Church.

IN MEMORY OF THE OLD PIONEERS

Nineteen hundred one, just think
How time is passing away!

Only a few old pioneers left

To tell the story today—

Of our hardships in the wilderness
And of our pleasures, too;

For they were mingled together,
When this great State was new.

When deer and bear were plenty
And roamed the forests through
When the Indian lived in his wigwam,
And paddled his light canoe.

Our steps are getting feeble now,

Our hearts, not as gay and light

As they were way back in the fifties,

When the future looked hopeful and bright.

Some who came in an early day
With strong hearts, true and brave,
Sleep in the sunny Southland—
They died our country fo save.

Others remained at home to tll the soil,
Felled the trees, cleared up the land;
And made these beautiful homes we sec
Around us on every hand.

Where now are these old pioneers?
One by one, they are passing away;
And many of these pleasant homes
Are in other hands today.

Some have long been sleeping
Where the tall grass gently waves
Above their quiet resting place,
Some sleep in new made graves.

Some were with us when last we met,

We miss from our circle today;

The angel of death to their dwelling came,
They were suddenly taken away.

(), cruel, relentless Death!

What power can stay thy hand?
Thou layest it on whom thou wilt,
They go at thy command.

We say they are dead, they are not dead;
They live in our hearts today,
And the memory of their noble deeds

Will never fade away.

East Caledonia.

Mrs. A. M. LyBarker, 1901



