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WILSON BLOCK, CALEDONIA

In our first issue of ‘“Welcome Back'', we asked for information about a flagstone monument in the
center of Main Street at Lake Street. We received this photo of the Wilson Block of the 1920's.

The flagstone monument was most likely put up after the FirstWorld War, where it oceupied this place in
the middle of Main Street until the middle of the 1930's.

Construction of the Wilson Block by Manuel Wilson was started in 1912. The State Bank of Caledonia
occupied the west part of the building soon after it was built until they moved to their new building on East
Main Street in 1972. The Post Office was in the east part of the building until it moved to its present
location at 141 East Main in 1959. Carl Higley was a barber in this building next to the Post Office. He
came to Caledonia in 1928 and operated his shop until 1974.

In the center part of the block, George Stockhill operated a grocery and clothing store which he
purchased April 24, 1924. He operated it until 1956.
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The -editors of “"WELCOME BACK'" are grateful for the help they receive from many persons in
assembling the information contained in the various issues. The following persons were helpful in
submitting materials used in this issue: Ted Schantz, Rhea Cronin, Donald Kraft, Doris Green, Etta
Olthouse, Harriet Wells, Allen Good, Dorothy Higgins, Lula Schiedel, Beatrice Statsick, Mrs. Harry
Clemens.
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I came from Oklahoma,

Old friends to meet;

These are the pleasant faces
I have met on the street.

There is Mr. Fulton,

A man seen around town,
Claims he’s the oldest
Resident in town.

And Mr. E.S. Sherick,
As the record appears,
He lived in this vicinity
For nearly twenty years.

Again, there is W.1. Wood,
If my dates are not mixed.
Has been in this township
Since the year sixty-six.

The next is “‘Bill"" Seibert,
The man with the hammer,
Who does all his jobs

In the workman like manner.

And little Bert Palmer,
Proprietor of a barber shop,
When in need of a hair cut
Don’t go by - just stop.
And then J.H. Kinsey,

The up-to-date groceryman,
He treats every person

The best that he can.

And there is **Phil”’ Geib,

Who keeps wagons in repair;

He does all his work good

And his prices are fair.

Allen Godfrey is the man

That owns the big stock;

He sells boys' and mens' clothes
In the Kennedy block.

And there is Dr. Green,
A horse doctor bold;

He has been in that business
Until he's grown old.

The next is E.B. Hale,
The man that sells meat.
I tell you, his prices

They are hard to beat.
The next comes E. Bergy,
The truth to relate,

He is the best postmaster
There is in the state

Millie hands out the mail

As she used to do,

As though she were appointed
In the year seventy-iwo.

And now comes Dr. Hubbard
Who cures all your ills;

He always goes loaded

With powders and pills.

Caledonia In Rhyme
By Orville Broun

There's the familiar restaurant
At the west end of the sireet,
Mrs. Hubbard, the proprietor,
Has good things to eat.

And now Mr. Webb,

Who takes pictures fine,
Whether handsome or homely
He'll never decline.

Call on Dr. Houghton,
He will cure you so quick
You hardly will realize
That you have been sick.

And Robertson also,

His prices are so small

You have o use his glasses
To see them at all.

And there is Clarence Loring,
I nearly forgot;

When he starts for the train
He goes on a trot.

M. Wilson, the miller,

A very fine man;

He will do all your grinding
As fast as he can.

And then Dr, Graybiel,

Who has been here for years,
When under his care

Cast aside all your fears.

The art of flour making
Pursel well understands;
New Century Flour

Is his favorite brand.

And if you like ice cream
That's not out of sight

Just stop in at Beeler's

Any old night.

I must not forget C.H. Kinsey
Who sells Warner's cheese;
He's a very pleasant man
And easy to please.

I met Fatty Timm -

So jolly and clever;

Have I seen a better shaver?
Never, no, never.

There is Woodward & Son
Who run the hardware,
They close up their deals
Honest and fair.

‘The Bank of Caledonia,

The only one in town,

Is doing a large business

With all the country round.
Wenger Bros.” market

On the south side of the street
Claim their meats

Are juicy and sweet.
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If you like oranges
That are nice and sweet,
Go to John Timm's
A pleasant man to meet.
There is Ed Storey
A man of great reknown

He runs the best livery
That ever was in town.

Yes, and Dr. Olley,
Our veterinary Doc,
If your canines are ailing,

Walk in his office; don't knock.

There is *'Bill"’ Van Amburg
Over on the other side;

His business is good,

All he needs is a bride.

If you want to build a house
That is grand and good

Just go to Astor Kelsey,

He will furnish you the wood.

George Burkhardt’s a fine fellow,

With a white linen hanky:
But then, we all know
He's not a yankee.

There is Isaac Carrel

Who keeps the hotel;

People eat a whole lot,

But he's doing well.

Call on Tom Burns

If you have a horse to shoe,
Give him enough time

And good work he will do
There is Wenger & Clemens,
They run a hardware store,
Try their goods once - -
You'll go back for more.
Then W. O. Barber,

A dentist by trade,

Since he's been in this town
Many friends has he made,
The ball players of Caledonia

I am glad to relate,
When they hit the ball

They usually reach home plate.

Last, but not least,

Is the Caledonia News:

Read it every week

And you'll not have the blues.
Goodbye, dear friends,

I return to the west,

To the home 1 love

Of all places the best.

Written about 1908

CALEDONIA CREAMERY

Look familiar? It's the present location of A-1
Auto Service.

WENGER AND CLEMENS HARDWARE

This picture was taken around the year 1915. The
buildings were burned in a major fire in 1917,

o

1930 George Statsick Standard Oil Dealer
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The Wenger and Clemens Building in 1916. This building burned March 30. 1917 along with the Hembling
Grocery and Bakery just to the right and the W.J. Robertson Jewelry Store which was built just to the left
before the fire, but after the above picture was made.



Alan B. Betzner and daughter Doris in his 1914 Real Estate and Insurance office on the north side of Main

Street. It was opposite the Howard Stanton Dry Goods and Grocery Store. Mr. Betzner's business was later
located on the south side of Main Street next to the railroad.

Cadl o] examine my stoek Defore porchiasing,

Ladies' Kid Shoes’,

Cut from $2.50 to $2.00.

Ladies’ Pebel Goat Shoes,

Cut from $2.50 to $z.00.

Boys' James Means' Shoes

I make them a Specialty.

Boys’ Rubber Boots,
Cut from $2.65 to $z.25.

Ladies' Blauer Fox Shoe lined, Boys' Leather Boots,

Cut from $z.50 to $2z.00.

{ Ladies' Fine Slippers;

Cut from $1.00 to 9o cents.

Cut from 250 to $2.25.

Mens' Full Stock Léather Boot,

Cut from $3.00 to $2.50.

A FEW ODD SIZES OF FELT RUBBERS AT COST,

With otber bargning oo nnmeorons to mention.

CUSTOM WCRK AMND REPAIRING A SPECIALTY.

W . T. HARDY.

ALLEGER ORGARS.

You can get a strictly
first-class Orean from $5H0
on up to 200, stool :!ln!
hook Organs wirranted D
years. 1t will pay tosend
for eitenlars belore buying,

temember you do not
pay for the Organ until
tested in your OWN HOME,
SPECTAL OFFER NOW LEADY,
save money by buying li-
rect. 28,000 now in use.

Aalilpess the Manulactiper,

LW, ALLEGER,

WASHINGTON, N.JT.
AleriBiaen (uLpeeE Whiafs &, Wl S,

Reprinted from “THE CALEDONIA NEWS, " February 11, 18E7.

mﬁmmﬁm



page 102

GOOD'S DODGE

The same space is now being used by Central

Auto Parts.

CALEDONIA NEWS OFFICE
Caledonia News Office and Blacksmith Shop was
located on the south side of Main Street between
Passenger Printing Service and the Baptist

Church building.

Left to Right: GEORGE WEITZ SHOE STORE,
EDWIN CLARK HARNESS SHOP AND THE E.
HALE MEAT MARKET.

Business Men In Rhyme
By Dr. A.E. Clingman, Grand Rapids
Joe Carey is the reliable steady,
He's right there all the time
He's one of the most trusted
On the New York Central Line.
Clarence Loring does the draying

%+ Also he peddles ice
= He does not do it for his health
- You've got to pay the price.

Foster Geise, he is the blacksmith,
Just south of Kinsey's store;

He always treats his patrons

That they come back for more

The Caledonia Creamery Association
Makes butter that will sell

. F.W. Ruehs is president,

We are very glad to tell.

Schroder Bros. have a planing mill
Hustlers from the word go;
And whkn you have some work done

. You'll tell your neighbors so. there

Pickett & Gale, they buy the stock
Heavy shipments every week,

They always pay a price that’s right
For stock that’s fat and sleek.

J.J. Zellinger is the electrician

That fixes up your lights

They say he makes a piece of change
By running vaudette nights.

8 Alton Bowman looks for trouble

And sees it at far range,
He also has the management
Of the local phone exchange.

Dan Youngblood has a blacksmith shop
Down east of Wilson's block,

And a liberal line of horses' shoes,

He always keeps in stock.

Thomas Thomson's our attorney.
A dapper young graduate,

He's onto all the tricks of law
And strictly up to date.

And if you want to buy a hat
One that's right in style,

Mrs. Corwin is the milliner
That’s right there all the while.

Dr. Miller is the veterinarian

And you will plainly see

That we have always been good friends
And always hope to be.

Now I will ask a favor

So grant it if you will,

Don't try a bit to pull him down
But push him up the hill.

Next week I'll speak about the clerks
And I'll surely make them go,

T'll show them I know lots of things
They think that I don’t know.
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So boys come down and settle
Before it is too late

You find me on So. Division Ave.
At number twenty forty-eight.

The Caledonia News, Nov. 19, 1914
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GEHEHIL MEHEHHNDISE—

One of the major businesses in Caledonia was H. G.
Stanton’s General Merchandise Store, which operated from
1908-1919, Freda Marley and Essie Stauffer are pictured here
in front of the store.

In a picture taken about 1910, Bnb Shernngtun is shown
with a load of turkeys.

BUSINESS MEN IN RHYME
by A, E. Clingman, Grand Rapids

And there is ‘‘Doc'’ Graybiel
A dispenser of pills

Also ""Doc"” Houghton,

Who treats all your ills.

Dr. Hubbard likes Caledonia,
Well enough to return;

I hear that Undertaker Williams
Has money to burn.

Bud Skinner had a little boil
Some thought it was a hive
But Dr. Barber drew it out,
And got his twenty-five.

And there is Allan Betzner

Who a cornet can play.

But if you fear you're going to die,
He'll write your will today.

Rice Record is the local orator
Which they don't have to hire,
They use him in emergencies,
Like an extra auto tire.

The Caledonia Lumber Co.
Building materials sell,

George Sheatsley is the manager,
And always treats you well.

Caledonia has a liveryman,
Chas. Watters is his name,
He takes care of his business
By meeting all the trains.

Emanual Finkbeiner is a blacksmith,
Also one of the best,

We notice that he gets the trade,
That comes in from the west.

Chas. Newman is the cobbler,

Also the “‘*handy man'’;

If you have something you want fixed,
Just ask him if he can.

And then Kline Pursel is the man,
That makes New Century Flour;
Just drop in your yeast,

You've got bread in an hour.

Now don't buy any other,

And your wife thus abuse,

% For you know there is no other,
B That she would like to use.

At the Caledonia elevator,

: They work from sun to sun,

No matter much, how hard they work,
They never do get done.

S0 sell your beans, your hay, your straw
To buy your daily grub;

The wheels are always running,

M. Wilson is the hub.

The Caledonia News,
Nouv. 5, 1914
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CALEDONIA BUSINESS MEN, DECEMBER 1894

Top row: Left to right; Bertie Gem Barbour, Noah C. Kraft, John Cook Spaulding, Henry K. Schall, J.
Verne Kinsey, Bert Kester

Middle row: Owen Kinsey, Abe Kohlenstein, Willie J. Barbour, Elbert Snow

Front row: D. Dent Pratt, Ed C. Apsey, Meyer Kohlenstein, Charley Forward
[ = = ]

Ome afternoon when all was still And there is Z.G. Wenger
We thought a march to steal Who Look an awful spill
AUTOMOBILISTS IN RHYME And so we started for Todd's mill While gaping round the country

by A. E. Clingman, Grand Rapids Chas. Watters at the wheel, Near Holy Corners hill.
Caledonia has great chauffeurs, And when we'd nearly reached our goal,  Now those that I have spoke about,
They are taught by Roy Dodge, He thought he'd take a smoke Will not be mad 1 hope,
And when they run an auto out And the way that auto did perform This is not “*Fired at Random'"
No telling where they lodge. It really was a joke. Or Roy K. Moulton's dope.
Now first there is Bert Leatherman, Now I was right there on the job, The Caledonia News,
Who should be in the coop, Myself 1 will not shield November 26, 1914
For he ran an automohile We knocked down forty rods of fence,
Right through a fellow’s stoop. And landed in the field.
And then there was that Albert Preap, For laughing 1 was powerless
Had nothing much at stake; 1 had to let it go,
I'll not say that he was asleep, And all that Charley Watters did
Or that he was awake. Was sit and holler Whoa!
But on the way home from Gun Lake, And there is Ira Hammond
He struck an open switch Who should have had more sense
And consequently landed He turned completely over twice
By the roadside in a ditch. Right side up on the fence.
John Clingman [ will mention Gus Luethe has an auto,
Because I have begun, That pedestrians need not fear
1 won't say much about him, For every lime he cranks it up
Because I am his son. We hear him clear down here.
But every time 1 think of it, Then there is Jake Schantz, ===
It always makes me laugh Who beats anything I've seen
While running thirty miles an hour, He tried to run his auto

He struck a yearling calf, Without any gasoline.



