YESTERYEAR AROUND CALEDONIA STATION

No. 18 1978

Old High Sehool, Caledonia, Mich.

The old Caledonia High School building was first used in 1892, with the first graduating class in 18906, Known later as the “C"
Building, it was located west of the present Junior High *‘B"' Building, and was used until being razed in 1956,

DEVELOPMENT OF CALEDONIA SCHOOLS FROM EARLY HISTORY
In 1861, Caledonia, a heavily wooded but sparsely populated section, established its first school in the
center of District No. 8., Caledonia Township. The site chosen was a corner of what was then Michael
Johnson's farm, which was the northeast side of the intersection of Kraft Avenue and 100th Street. The
first teacher to serve in this log schoolhouse was Mandana Wood, who was later followed by Mary Rice.

As the region became more settled it became necessary to erect a new building and employ two teachers.
This building, which displaced the log structure, was a one-room frame building. This building was later
moved to Mill Street where it served as the Caledonia Township Hall and Fire Department. It was located
on a lot nearer the intersection of Kraft Avenue and Johnson Street.

The establishment of the village of Caledonia Station (1870) and the sudden increase in population
because of it again made it necessary to build a larger school in 1875, The residents of the district decided
to move the location of the school from the center of the district to a site nearer the center of population.

The board of education purchased land and established the new two-story, three-room, wooden frame
building on what is the present location of the Caledonia Junior High School buildings.

The room on the lower floor was for the lower grades and the room above for the higher grades. The
third room was small and was used as a recitation room.
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During the period of Will Fulton’s superintendency (1890-92) at Caledonia the school was organized by a
system of grades for the first time. It is believed that eight grades were formed at this first attempt at
formal srganization, but the teacher did hold classes for grades beyond these for those whe had completed
eighth grade work here or from outlying districts.

About 1890 the increasing popularity of a high school education caused the district residents to build a
still larger school building which would serve for teaching those who wished a high school education as well
as those desiring the elementary and grammar school education. This two-story, four-room brick building
was first occupied in 1892 and the first twelfth grade class to graduate was in 1895,

This building continued to serve as a twelve grade school until 1902 when it became an eleven grade
institution. Again in 1911 the size of the student body made it necessary to eliminate another grade. It
remained as a ten grade school until 1922, when it again was re-organized as a twelve grade school.

The cost of paying tuition for those of this school district who wished a high school education and found
it necessary to go to Grand Rapids or some other nearby town for this education, coupled with the scarcity
of nearby high schools, was sufficient to induce the people to ereet a high school building of their own in
1921. The curriculum in the high school was limited to subjects required for college entrance but at any
rate & high school diploma awaited those who would pass through its courses of study successfully.

From 1922 until 1934 minor changes were made in the curriculum to include music and art, and some
commercial courses such as bookkeeping, business training, and business arithmetic.

An unforeseen growth in the high school attendance due to the influx of high school pupils from outside
the district made the new high school building inadequate for proper instruction. At times the high school
enrollment rose to 145 with a tuition student enrollment around one hundred.

The debt borne by the district for this new high school building from 1923 until 1933 suppressed any
attempt to enlarge the school during these ten years.

Believing that better instruction would result by a consolidation of school districts into one school unit,
the voters of Caledonia Township registered an approval of the plan to form a Township Unit School System
in June 1934. A few weeks after this the new Board of Education was selected, consisting of William
Bruton, president; Gilmer Huyck, secretary; Charles Finkbeiner, treasurer; and Godfrey Waldeck and John
Jousma, trusiees. This Board of Education, in response to petitions submitted by voters of the township,
organized the high school into an agricultural school. Such a step was important from the standpoint of the
curriculum offered to the high school pupils as it involved the establishment of courses in shop, home
economics, and agricultural work.

All of the schools in the township were closed except the Caledonia school and a three-room school at
Alaska. This consolidation did not increase the high school enrollment at Caledonia but it did increase the
grade school to about twice its former size. Such an organization was of great benefit to the rural pupil
because it placed him in a situation where better instruction was possible, since only two or three grades
were under a teacher instead of the usual eight grades. Longer class periods also resulted instead of the
usual ten-minute periods to be found in the average country school. Art and music gave new opportunities
to these rural pupils under the instruction of a specially trained teacher.

Transportation by means of buses for those beyond a mile from the school was also provided by the new
township Board of Education.

In 1935 numerous attempts were made to secure financial assistance from the Public Works
Administration of the Federal Government towards the erection of an addition to the high school building at
Caledonia. An approval was given to the plan for the government to supply forty-five percent of the cost of
constructing and equipping a building of 12 reoms and a gymnasium.

This building, later a farm storuge
shed, was the first school bwilding in
Caledonia, located 8t ihe cormer of HRLE
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Top: Arthur Konkle.
From left: Lewis Stone, Edna Bowman, L. T, Herman, Superintendent, Ward Bowman, Forest Wilson,
Front row: Frank Pickeit, Poarl Pickett, Frank Colborn.,
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CALEDONEIA HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES, spproximately 190708
Fronl row: Byron Bradigan, LeRoy Christie. Bert Kennedy, Walter Siebert, Lloyd Wenger, Harvey Miller, Lean Peet, Lloyd Long:
Middle row: Audrev Farnham Bergy, Unknown, Teresa Hilmartin, George Statsick, Harvey Shook, Arthur Schantz, Byron Ward;
Top row: Lydia Croninger, Flora Judson, Elizabeth Wenger Allen, Essie Staufier Marley, Bernice Dunham, Vera Helsel Siiff,

Elizabeth Knight Ganazel;
Standing behind: Emest Veoman, Principal.



page 140

CALEDONIA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS, ABOUT 1910-11 ’
Front row: Unknown, Jay Anderson, Unknown, Robert Tolan, Russell Beeler, Ivy Smith, Unknown, Unknown, Ila Detwiler, Minor
Kinsey, Minor Dutcher, Unknown;
Second row: D. 0. Doyle, Paul Minkus {teacher), Glenn Henderson, Unknown, Unknown, LaRue Bergy, Marjorie Shisler, Esther
Kunkle Joosten, Elsie Odit Simmons, Charlotte Olley Smith, Jane Statsick Jacobsen, Hattie White Edson, Esther Johnson, Alice

Kunkle Shumway, Unknown;
Third row: Unknown, John Raab, Unknown, Alice Stanton Mack, Margaret McKnight, Carrie Dochow, Ethel Wilson Therrien,

Bertha Schriefer;
Back row: Chris Wenger, teacher, Blanche Brock Viergever, Ruth Williams Wemnette, Ray Haskins, Principal, Anna Finkbeiner,

Teacher, Frieda Klump Smith.

CALEDONIA PUBLIC SCHOOL, 1914-15

Front row: Loraine Gehl, Leona Loring, Dorinda Baker, Ethel Pursel, Doris Betzner, Letha Godfrey, Birdie Snyder, Ila Van Dusen,
Marilyn Bush, Otho Andrew, Laurn Gardner, Harvey Babeock, Kennie Gehl; _ , o

Secand row: ‘Walter Bergy, Carroll Porter, Bernard Stauffer, Bebby Tolan, Mona Belle Cisler, Unknown, Ruth Staaffer, Unhnown,
Floise Betzler, Milton Cole, Emnie Schroder;

Back row: George Adgate, Gerald Konkie, Lyle Adams,
Babwock, Gertrude Bush, Unknown, Mary Binder, Teacher {from Rockford).

Burdette White, Unknown, Unknown, Norelds Kinsey, Ollie Carr, Letha
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Caledonia’s School House No. 8 stood where the present Junior High School is located. This building was later moved to

downtown Caledonia to the 200 block of East Main Street, approximately where the DeVries Insurance Agency is now located, where
it found use as a livery stable.
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1916 SCHOOL PICTURE, 1st, 2ad, Srd GRADES

Mrs. Compton, Teacher

Back row: Clare Wilson, Burr Van Dusen, Eeith Gehl, Marlow Crocker, Glen Finkbeiner, Lyle Stauffer, Dorothy Schroder;
Second row: Cleo Raab, Hugh Tolan, Unknown, Byron Dodge, Elwin Croft, Vers Croft. Grace MNear, Arlotta Tolan, Unknown,

Tape, Esther Bush;

Third row: — Gail, Unknown, Leclie Reab, [sadore Finkbeiner, Elizabeth Gardner, Thelma Schantz, Thercsa Miller;

Fourth row: Kenneth Jahnke, Lueilie Luneke, Margaret Fulion, Hereld Statsick, George Cooper, Elizabeth Crocker, Dovothy Ceib,
Leane Finkbeiner, Wayne Schroder, Max Bos, Elizabeth Stauffer, LeVemne Cole, Unlmown;

Front row: Mildred Schantz, — Simith, Howard (Gahl.

CLASS OF 1835
Claud Seibert
Verna Myers
Arthur Weitz
Walter Brooks

CLASS OF 1896
Arthur Cross
Otto Zelner
Alba Near
Lavren Snow

CLASS OF 1897
Osear Weilte
Claud Barber
Anthony Miller

e R T

CALEDONIA HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONE

Names taken from Secretary’s Minutes Book

CLASS OF 1898
Sargh Swain
Orren Winter
Augustus Voelker
Clare Wilson
Claud Ford

CLASS OF 1899

Alice Sherk
M. Jane Martin

CLASS OF 1804

Forrest Wilson

Frank Colburn

Pear]l Pickett

Ward Bowman

Frank Pickett

Edna Bowman

Arthur Kunhel

Louis Stone

CLASS OF 1801

Margaret Nulty

Mabel Newman

Tillie Wollner

Clara Waldeck

Olive Zelner

Alice Wilson

Grace Sherk

CLASS OF 1902

Jennie Snyder
Herbert Gale

Ids Wenger
Bertha Huehs
Teresa Petted
Chester Bowman
Ohive Stauffer

Leo Huaver

Georgs Finkheiner

Continued next poge . . .
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CLASS OF 1903

Harry Gray

Dacar Geib

Florence Bruton {Sister M. Fogenia)
Belle Williams

Anna Betzler

John Kraft

fra Snyder

Delia Bergy

CEASS OF 1504

Llovd Vincent
Mita O Brien
Leona Beeler
Maud Gale
Emma Ruehs
Thomas Kennedy
Edward Woods
Maund Apsey
Mary Blodgett
Will Buehler
Lawrence Bradigan
Christie Wenger
Charles Carter
Ralph Rathbun
Llovd Leonard
Harrison Hanna
Lucy Detwiler

CLASS OF 1905

Roy D). White
Gordon A, Bergy
Anna C. Vollweiler
Mary A. Wenger

F. Pearl Colby

Sada McCullough
Frank W. Loring
Solon E. Winter
Edna C. Amon
Louretta F. Adams
Blaine 5. McWhinney
Edward J. Petted

M. Jane Wenger

L. Ellen Kreidler
Carrie E. Diefenbaker
Arthur Sherk

CLASS OF 1906
Robert Brown

Iva M. Henderson
Citte M. Brower
Bertha Louise White
Joseph G. Eagan
Genevieve L. Bruton
Henry Aaron Tape
Dessie L, Amon
John M. Wenger
Millie Ava McConnell
Chyde W. Overholt
Nora A. Shechan
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CLARE OF 1907
Jumes Henry Rawlings
AL Margaret Wilson
Fannie B. Adgate
William Alfred White
Estelia J. Kelley
Dors L. Vollweiler
Loucile Hutchnison

CLASS QF 190&

Lucy Eagan
Clara Jones
Jessie Diefenbaker

CLASS OF 1909

Flossie Wenger
Olive A, Kennedy
Arlie M, Kinsey
Eliza H. McConnell
Teresa Shepard
Myra Griffin
Harvey Miller

Iva Warner

Edythe LaFever
Khea L. Kinsey

CLASS OF 1910

Wryla Dutcher
Elizabeth Wenger
Edythe Woods

Arline Wilson
Marguerite Hutchinson
Elizabeth Knight

CLASS OF 1911

Andray Franham
Ruth Williams
Celesta Oldt

Haze]l Rowland
Vera Helsel
Seward Brock
Homer Diefenbaker
Herman Hale

Paul Miller

George Statsick

CLASS OF 1912

Charlotte Alley
Jennie Statsick
Alice Stanton
Bertha Schriefer
Freida Klump
Ollie Johnson
John Haah
Alice Konkle

CLASS OF 1913

Clare Seibert
La Rue Bergy
Walter Johnson
Minor Putcher
Carrie Dochow
Elsie Oldt

Ethel Wilson
harjorie Shisler
Paul Minkus
Earl Whitford
Esther Konkle
Glenn Henderson
Hlanche Brock

CLASS OF 1914

Gerirude Vollweiler
Ruzsell Beeler
Yaul Kinnedy
Ivan Smith
Frank Finkbeiner
Marion Wilson
Mortle Cisler
Orville Bowman
Mile Bostwick
Tla Detwiler

Inez Carpenter
Jennie Oosta

CLASS OF 1915

Bertha Menxzies
Alberta Clingman
Freva Lunike
Austin Schaniz
Adah Klump
Austin Wood

Ralph Wernetie
Haze] Bragy
Goldie Haab
Elizabeth Sherrington
Staniey Hale
Emest Vollweiler
WVirgil Androws
William Hutchinson
Henrietta Ruchs
Forest Long

Robert Tolan

CLASS OF 1916
Sophia Devine
Ruth Stanton
Vern McKersie
Lillian Schantz
Aundrey MeConnell
Minetla Snyder
Marie Miller
Bernice Warner
Beatrice Warner
Edith Schantz
Elizabath Schroder
Mont F. Warren
Cleo Corwin
Wendzll Peet
Thea Palmer

L T A R P P e e S T
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dth, 5th, 6th GRADES, 1913-1914
Eliza McConnell Roberts, Teacher

Back row: Frieda Schultz, Allie Carr, Gertrude Bush, Eliza McConnell Roberts, Teacher, Letha Babcock, Viva Cisler, Noreldo
Kinsey,

Third rew: Larence Ladewig, Floize Betzler, Mary Andrews, Lucille Loring;

Socond row: Burdette White, Donald O Brien, Lyle Adams, George Adgate, Gerald Konkle, Mona Belle Cisler, Mildred Nogles,
Carroll Porter, Carl Dettman, Franklin Polinski, Walter Bergy;

Fromi row: Dorinda Baker, Lorraine Gehl, Thelma Seibert, Ethel Pursel, Ruth Stauffer, Doris Betzner, Leone Loring. Kenneth
Gehl, Bernard Stauffer.

The old Caledonia High School, used from 1892 until 1956, was located adjacent to the present Junior High buildings.



