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CALEDONIA STATION — 1885

In 1885 Caledonia was a very young village. Only [iftcen years before David Kinsey had been farming
the land where the village developed. It was a village of nearly 450 persons. It had grown very rapidly
after the railroad was laid out.

Caledonia had grown to over twenty-five businesses as listed in the Michigan State Gazeteer and
Business Directory of 1885. Wheat was the principal crop grown in the vicinity, and flour and woodenware
were the principal manufactures. It had a United Brethren, Methodist and Evangelical Churches, a tele-
phone connection with Grand Rapids and a daily stage to Alaska and Labarge.

Konkle and Peck were manufacturing woodenware and several types of handles. John McQueen was
the grain dealer. Joseph Carcy was the railroad and express agent. Tobias Bergy was manufacturing
vegetable ivory butlons, both plain and fancy. Phillip Geib and George Burchardi were making wagons
and carriages. William Seibert and Peter Geib did the blacksmithing. Henry Bergy operated the fruit
Evﬂpornlﬂl‘.

On Main Street George Weitz made and sold boots and shoes; Edward Clark made the hamess; Lewis -
Spaulding ran the hotel, known as the "'Spaulding llouse,” and the livery. You could get your jewelry
from George Johnston, buy your drugs at Nagler & Beeler's, get your groceries from one of four stores,
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Colborn & Carpenter, Horace Hull, Johnson & Seibert, or Jacob Liebler, all owning general stores, and
purchase your meats from Stow & Brooks. Abraham and Emanuel Bergy had the hardware apd sold farm
implements.

For the ladies Misses Stiles & Towsley ran the millinery store and made dresses and hats. The men
could have their hair cut by Seth Gray. The ladies could get their hair goods from Mrs. Towsley. W. O.
Barber would pull anyone's teeth. Dr. Sutherland and Dr. Towsley were the village physicians. When
everything failed W. I. Wood and George Barber would take care of your remains as the village under-
takers.

John W. Saunders came to Caledonia in 1885 and printed the first issue of the *'Caledonia News,"
a weekly newspaper. Adam B. Sherk was the postmaster.

The photographer who captured the early view of Caledonia on page 25 was located on the west side
of Kinsey Street near the railroad depot when he made the photo. The two streets that intersect in the
photo are East Main and Lake. The top of the photo is the northeast section of Caledonia.

The house on the southwest corner of Main and Lake is believed to be the second or third home in
Caledonia and was built by George Geib, Sr., in 1871 or 1B72. He was a blacksmith and had his shop
south of the house. Later his brothers Peter and Phillip had their blacksmith and wagon shops on the
west side of Lake Street.

The Spaulding House is on the northwest corner. Lewis Spaulding took over the hotel in 1879. He
also ran the livery which was located on the southeast comer.

The church with the tall steeple is the United Brethren Church on Emmons Street, the oldest church
in the village.

The building facing Main Street with the windmill on the south side is the Liebler general store.
Jacob Liebler built the store in 1872, His side line was casket making, which he did until W. |. Wood
and George Barber came to Caledonia and took over this department. Mr. Liebler stayed in business
until about 1903. The building was taken down in 1916.

The building east of the Liebler store is the Colborn & Carpenter general store. Later Kinsey and
Myers owned this business (see photo page 28).

The Bergy Brothers hardware building was west of Liebler's on Main Street. It was operated in 1885
by Abraham and Emanuel Bergy. It had been built by Tobias Bergy, another brother, in 1874 at a cost
of $2,000.

The George Weitz Boots and Shoe store was located on the northeast corner of Main and Mill Streets.
He came to Caledonia in 1872 and operated his store until his death in 1908.
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The committee staff for the fourth issue has been Editor, Kenneth H. Gackler, Photo Reproduction, Jay L.

Shook; layout and Printing, Edward and Don Passenger; Research, Mary Crumback, Eve Geerigs, and Lorrine
Crumback.
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Subscriptions
Mail your subscription to “"WELCOME BACK FROM THE ATTIC,” P.0. Box 1870, Caledonia,
Michigan 49316, Ten issues for $5.00.
Previous issues of "WELCOME BACK'' are available at Passenger Printing Service and from the
subscription manager.

The following people supplied ““WELCOME BACK'' with photos, newspaper articles, books, stories,
ete. for this issue: Mr. Donald Kraft, Mrs. Rhea Cronin, Mrs. Esther Willyard, Mr. George Statsick, Mrs.
Atta Olthouse, Mrs. Ruth Wernette, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lapham, Mrs. Carl Lass, Sr.,

el

LADIES OF CALEDONIA ABOUT 1893

Back row: Mrs. D. P. Hale, Aspha Gray, Mrs. Al Meyers, Mrs. Frank Snow, Alice DeVine, Kitty Konkle,
Sally Rosenberg, Mrs. Wheeler Green.

Third row: Mrs. Abe Bergy, Mrs. John Colbum, Mrs. Whitney, Mrs. Konkle, Mrs. W. 1. Wood, Mrs. Dodge,
Alice Henderson, Mrs. Beeler.

Second row: Mrs. Babcock, Mrs. Henry Bergy, Mrs. Brock, Mrs. Fannie Brooks, Loraine Spaulding, Sarah
Sherk, Mrs. Rogers, Stella Kinsey.

First ow: Mrs. Henry Brower, Mrs. Mary Barber, Mrs. James Gray, Carrie Kinsey, Alice Betzner.
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GEORGE WEITZ — BOOTS AND SHOES — ABOUT 1907

Edward Weitz, Geo. Weitz, Oscar Weitz, Ronald Weitz, Arthur Weitz.

T . et e e oo - ."—‘. = : s 53
KINSEY & MYERS GENERAL STORE — 1890°'s
Charles H. Kinsey (left) and Albert Myers.

|



WERCOMERBACRROMAREATTIC

YESTERYELR AROUND CALEDONIA STATION Page 20

AT S L 1 S L T .
C. F. BEELER — DRUGGIST — ABOUT 1891
Left to right: Alfred Kraft, Will Devine, Conrad FF. Beeler, Me. Hill of Labarge.
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DAVID KI.NSEY HDME — ABOUT 1880

It was a mild November day, as she slowly but surely approached the large brick home. As she neared
the front door there was a hand painted sign bedecked with flowers, which read “WELCOME BACK
HHEA.” Many memories must have been recalled as Mrs. Rhea (Kinsey) Cronin entered the home now
owned by somebody who obviously cared about it and its historical meaning. The home which is located
at 6087 100th Street once belonged to David Kinsey who was the founder of Caledonia. The visitor was
his grandaughter Mrs. Cronin, who now resides at 308 Pleasant Street.

David Kinsey was born August 22, 1830, in Canada. He grew up on a farm and at the age of 19 he
became an apprentice carpenter and joiner. When David and his brother Isaac came to Gaines Township
in 1855 they sent their land claims into the government. When they received the deeds back in the mail
they had been switched. This meant that David's brother would have the much better farm (the Elton
Smith farm, 5337 100th Street). Little did David Kinsey know that in 1870 the Grand Valley Railroad
would cross his property and it would be the beginning of Caledonia Station.

It was October 9, 1855, that David Kinsey ook as his bride Nancy Pletzer. Nancy came from Canada
to Gaines with the Dodge family at the age of 15. She worked at their home which was located on the
northwest comner of 92nd Street and Kalamazoo Avenue. While they were in the process of building the
Dodge home, Mr. Dodge said to Nancy, “‘Out there is the man I'm picking out for you."” Nancy, known
““to be a spitfire’’ although very good natured, did not want anyone picking out her man, so she completely
avoided him. Two years later at the age of 17 Nancy Pletzer and David Kinsey were married.

In 1856 David and Nancy Kinsey settled on their land and built a board shanty 12 x 16 feet. Later
a plank house was built. While living in the plank house all of their six children were born except the
youngest, J. Vern Kinsey. Rhea remembers her father Charles H. Kinsey telling about when he was a
child. It was not uncommon to find an Indian or two rolled up in blankets on the floor to keep warm, as
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he came down the stairs in the morning. Indians were friendly at this time, although the wild animals
were more abundant than agreeable.

In 1870 after the railroad came through his section, David Kinsey laid out and platted the northern
part of his farm for the Village of Caledonia. He offered two village lots to the man who would build
the first house in Caledonia and two lots for the site of the United Brethren Church. [t was in 1872 or
1873 that David Kinsey built the brick home that stands today.

Bhea has many fine memories of the Kinsey home. Going to Grandmother Kinsey's for Christmas was
a delight when her father built a bobsled so they could go across the fields because Kinsey Lane was
snowed shut. Rhea’s mother had to tie the Christmas presents in a covered clothes basket to prevent
them from spilling out, because they often tipped the bobsled over in the large snowdrifts.

There was a windmill and dinner bell behind the Kinsey home, but they were never allowed to go near
them or ring the bell, because it meant to the neighbors that Grandmother Kinsey was ill or in trouble.

As a child of twelve Rhea remembers how she loved to climb a huge pine tree that stood as tall as
the cupola of the house. Due to a storm there was a flat surface on the top to sit on, and it delighted
Rhea that her grandmother couldn’t find her then. -

Rhea's father, Charles H. Kinsey, owned a partnership in the General Store of Kinsey and Meyers in
Caledonia and Rhea's friends never could understand how come she could go into the store and not have
to pay a penny for candy like they did.

Rhea remembers a 7:30 train that stopped in Caledonia daily and often there would be people coming
from Canada wanting to stay with relatives until they could find a home of their own.

The Kinsey home is presently owned by Mike and Sandy Lapham and their three young sons. They
firmly believe in the restoration and preservation of this historical landmark.

On touring the Kinsey home, Rhea remembered how the Kinsey portraits of her grandfather and grand-
mother had hung in the parlor on each side of the window as they now do in her own home. The hanging
lamp in the center ol the parlor ceiling has painted flowers on its white base. The wainscoting in the
dining room has been refinished to reveal the beautiful oak wood underneath. The kitchen now has in
one comer a Ben Franklin stove which gives the whole area a warm country look. A ladder from their
bam acts as a divider between the kitchen and dining room. A collection of antiques hanging on the
kitchen wall, including a stone they found in their yard that is believed to be a hatchet head, leaves no
doubt in one's mind of the Lapham’s love for ‘‘old treasures.”” There is an original brick wall left pur-
posely exposed in the bathroom that gives a beautiful old-time effect. At Sandy Lapham's insistence the
workmen carried the original claw foot bathtub upstairs because she didn't want a “‘new" tub up there,
Mr. Fred Finkbeiner of Caledonia has been instrumental in helping to restore the home by fashioning a
wooden hand rail and wooden towel bars and he also has plans for making new doars.

The cupola in which Rhea once played and crept up the steps on her hands and knees because the
steps were so steep and high now holds drying sunflower heads. Qutside the home to the north of the
property stand three large now quite rare tulip trees. Several other smaller ones are growing around the
house.

It is serene, it is quiet, it is secloded, it is beautiful. [t is an afternoon that Rhea will long remember
and be thankful for people like the Laphams who really care.

SO OO OO SSOOBSeDs
LEVI BOWMAN, farmer, was born in Waterloo May 31, 1862, and Martha (dec). In September,

Co., Pr. of Ontario, Nov. 23, 1833; is son of
Jonathan and Polly Bowman, natives of Bucks
Co., Pa. He was married Nov. 14, 1860, to
Susanna, daughter of Jacob and Eby Kress, bom
in Waterloo Co., Pr. of Ontario, June 18, 1840.
They have had two children — Mary Elma was born

1865, Mr. Bowman settled on his farm of 130
acres on sec. 34. He has been a tiller of the soil
nearly all his life, was engaged 10 years in the
manufacture of grain cradles. He is a Republican
in politics.

Reprinted from Chapman’s History of Kent County, 1881.
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FIRST THREE GRADES — CALEDONIA DISTRICT #8 — 1899
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Sack row: Maggie Hyser, Edith Lalevers, Jessie Sehiefla, Della Schroeder, Minetta Gilner, Gail Lash,
Arlie Kinsey, Rhea Kinsey, Mrs. Frank Barber.

Third row: Anson Schiefla, Alvin Statsick, Alice Geib, Lssie Stauffer, unknown, Charlie Finkbeiner,
Martha Preap, Genevieve Calkins, Byron ard.

Second row: Cutly Hyser, Maklon Reilly, Cyril Bames, Carl Lasa, WMike Geib, unknown, George Konkle,
unknown, unknown, unknown, unknown.

First row: Clayton (Jack) O'3rian, unknown, unknown, unknown, Walter (Dad) Seibert, George Graybiel,
Willie Helregel, Milton Palmer, Charley Konkle, Ward Geib.
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