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Section A - Community Description

In its continuing effort to provide quality recreational opportunities for its citizens, the Village and
Charter Township of Caledonia (Caledonia) created the 2019-2023 Village and Charter Township of
Caledonia Joint Five-Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan as a tool to guide the development of
the Village and the Township-maintained recreational facilities and locations over the next five years.
This joint Plan is an effort by both the Village and Township to establish recreational goals and
objectives for the community that will focus on land acquisition and development over the next five
years and is another example of a long-established relationship of cooperation and sharing
resources. The 2019-2023 Plan will also make the communities eligible for grants from the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) to assist in reaching their recreational goals.

The jurisdiction of this plan is solely for the Village of Caledonia and the Charter Township of
Caledonia and focuses on all aspects of park recreation and programming. Both these communities
are referenced within the Kent County Parks and Recreation Master Plan. The Caledonia Parks and
Recreation Advisory Committee (Committee) consists of residents from the Village and Township
concerned with providing a wide array of quality recreational opportunities. The Committee has been
fundamental in providing information about the community and guidance for the direction of the
recreation plan throughout the planning process. Public input from residents and the Committee
members provided a clear picture of which recreation facilities and programs are needed and
desired by the public. The final Parks and Recreation Master Plan reflects which improvements to
existing County and State facilities will best address Caledonia’s needs and desires. However, since
neither entity owns developed park land at this moment, relationships are necessary to create
recreational and programming opportunities.

Part 1 — Regional Location

The Village of Caledonia is located within | et |
Caledonia Township, which is located in Kent = '
County, Michigan on M-37 in the southeast part of .
the Township. The Township is situated about 15 |~ [ 1 1
miles southeast of downtown Grand Rapids. The
City of Kentwood is directly northwest, Cascade 5} |
Charter Township is to the north, Bowne Township  |— e M il
to the east, Gaines Charter Township to the west, I |
and Thornapple Township in Barry County to the
south. With M-37 traversing the Township, this — l______ ]
community has a close proximity to 1-96 and also ol . 8 I
M-6, which runs through the northwest corner of Lo L
the Township. Caledonia serves as a commuter 7 o ‘
community to Grand Rapids. Caledonia Township I.-—l"' 1T R |
has very few other opportunities for transportation [« = " (—
other than the private vehicle on the public road. [ ’ o
Railroad and airport access are readily available D —— —
with an international airport being 2 miles to the
north, but no other forms of transportation or public
transit exist.

Location Map
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The abandoned Penn Central railroad bed crosses the Township at the angle beginning just north of
84" Street through the Village, and south to 108th Street between Alaska Avenue and Cherry Valley.
Much of this rail bed has been improved as the Paul Henry - Thornapple Trail connecting the City of
Kentwood to northern Barry County. Portions of this trail have already been improved. Existing and
proposed connections are shown on the Future Non-Motorized Trail Master Plan in the Appendix.
The proposed connections will provide the residents of Caledonia Township the opportunity to
access and enjoy, both in terms of the trail itself and the destinations, recreational facilities.

Paul Henry Thornapple River Trail
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Part 2 — Social Characteristics

Population

The population of the area grew by an estimated 2,750 persons between 2010 and 2016, or 22%.
The primary factor in this growth was the development of the M-6 (South Beltline) and improved
vehicular access to the area.

Table 2-1 Caledonia Area Population, 1990-2016

1990 2000 2010 2016 % Change 2010-2016
Village 885 1,102 1,611 1,618 est. 7%
Township 5,369 7,862 10,821 13,464 est. 24 %
Combined 6,254 8,964 12,332 15,082 est. 22 %

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Communily Survey 5-Year Estimales

This trend may likely continue as more people move farther from Grand Rapids. One of the draws to
the area is its rural and small-town setting that the Township and Village offer along with the close

proximity to the Grand Rapids area.

Median Age

The age of Township residents serves as an indicator of economic, transportation, recreational and
other community needs. The estimated median age for Caledonia Township residents was 36.4 in
2016. This is lower than the median age for Michigan of 39 years. The median age of the Village is
significantly lower than the state average. As the Generation X and Millennial age groups grow older,
passive recreational needs for increased walkability will continue to become a higher priority. The
U.S. Census Bureau did not provide 2016 age data for village residents.

Table 2-2 Median Age in Caledonia Area, 1990-2016

1990 2000 2010 2016 Change 2010-2016
Village 326 32 30.7 n.a. n.a.
Township 324 35 37.8 36.4 -1.4yrs
Michigan 32.6 355 39 395 +0.5 yrs

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimales

Households

Families comprise 82% of the community’s households. This is higher than 64.7% of statewide
family households. Household size estimates were not available for 2016. The area’s predominant
age groups are the 0-19 year old groups and the 35-59 year old groups, the traditional family age
classes. These estimates indicate larger household sizes, which will continue to place increasing
demands on community services such as schools, fire response, police and community centers.

Table 2-3 Average Household Sizes in Caledonia Area, 2000-2016

2000 2010 2016 (est.) % Change 2000-2016
Village 2.56 2.86 n.a n.a
Township 2.9 2.80 n.a n.a
Michigan 2.56 2.45 n.a n.a

Source: .S, Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
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Income, Poverty and Employment

The estimated median household income for the Township in 2016 was $83,406, 53% higher than
Kent County ($54,673) and 64% higher than the State of Michigan ($50,803).

Physically Challenged

The disability status of a population is significant when considering recreational needs for a
community. Over 6% of the total area’s population and nearly 25% in the over 65 age group is
affected by some form of disability. These individuals may have difficulty participating in
recreational programs, accessing facilities or even getting to designated public areas. These
percentages are lower than the State averages for all age groups. This could be attributed to the
rural quality of life of West Michigan as well as a slightly younger median age for the Village and
Township. However, as the median age increases, the percentage of physically challenged
individuals and the increasing needs are expected to grow proportionally. Understanding the
disability status of area’s population may assist decision-makers in determining adequate
programs and appropriate locations for recreational activities. With the passage of the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), all areas of public service and accommodation became
subject to barrier-free requirements, including parks and recreation facilities and programs.

Table 2-4 Disability Characteristics of the Civilian Non-institutionalized
Population (5-year Estimates)
Margin of Error % of Total Population

Township Margin of Error

With a disability 857 +/- 167 6.4% +/-1.2
Under 5 years 0 +/- 16 0.0% +/-2.0
5to 17 Years 102 +/- 82 3.8% +/- 3.0
18 to 34 years 71 +/- 39 2.8% +/-1.5
35 to 64 years 318 +/- 97 5.6% +/-1.7
65 to 74 years 192 +/-74 22.0% +/-6.9
Over 75 years 174 +/- 65 34.9% +/-11.7

Source: 2012-2016 American Community Strvey 5-year Estimates
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Part 3 - Physical Characteristics

Location & Transportation Network

Freeways are a street classification for primarily federal highways which are part of the Interstate
Transportation System. This classification of roads is intended to serve high speed traffic with
strict limitations on access, which may only occur at highway interchange locations. Although a
freeway, the Paul Henry Freeway falls instead under a state highway designation, M-6. Caledonia
Township has a major interchange with M-6 at M-37.

State Routes include major highways under State jurisdiction, serving trips between communities
and other major activity centers throughout a region. Roadways of this type are designed to
provide the highest level of traffic mobility, usually traveling at speeds of 55 miles per hour (mph)
(non-interstate). Since the primary function of state trunklines is to provide mobility, access to
adjacent land uses should be limited in order to optimize the traffic carrying capacity of the
roadway. M-37 (Broadmoor Avenue/Cherry Valley Avenue) is classified by the KCRC and MDOT
as a state trunkline.

County Primary roads are those which serve longer trips, sometimes extending beyond municipal
boundaries to connect to adjacent population centers or longer arterials. County Primaries are
designed for moderate to large traffic volumes and speeds of 35 to 55 mph. Some access to
adjacent development is generally permitted from roadways of this type, but on-street parking and
curb cuts are regulated to preserve capacity of the street. The KCRC classifies the following
roadways as County Primaries:

East-West Streets
e 60th Street, from Patterson to Thornapple River Drive
68th Street/66th Street
76th Street, from Patterson Avenue to M-37
84th Street
92nd Street, from Patterson Avenue to Kraft Avenue
100th Street
108th Street, from Patterson to M-37

North-South Streets

Patterson Avenue

Kraft Avenue, from 60th Street to 100th Street
Kinsey — from 100th Street to M-37

Egan Avenue

Cherry Valley Avenue — (includes portion of M-37)
Whitneyville Avenue

County Local Roads, which make up the remainder of the roads in the Township, collect and
distribute traffic to and from the higher classified systems. These roads tend to accommodate
slightly shorter trips and are generally designed for moderate traffic volumes and speeds of 30 to
35 mph. Traffic mobility is often sacrificed through additional curb cuts to provide more access to
adjacent property.

The Village of Caledonia has “grid pattern” and “wrap grid” types of street systems that typify the
time period of their construction. The “grid pattern” found near the core downtown developed from
around the time the Village was first settled. More recent developments have used a curvilinear,
or wrap grid, system. In general, the roads, right-of-way widths and building setbacks have
become wider over time. This development trend has created some distinct characteristics in
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various neighborhoods - more compact development with narrow streets in the more mature
neighborhoods, larger lots and setbacks along wider curved streets in the newer subdivisions.

The remainder of the roads in the township are classified as private streets. The township is
aware of the potential problems associated with private streets. One problem is the inability to
adequately connect private streets into a coherent street network (as described later in this
Chapter). Since most developments served by private streets are relatively small, there are few, if
any, opportunities for designing any true road network within or between individual developments.
In the more rural area of the township this is not a significant concern, since isolation of the
individual homes is a principle aim of most development.

Climate

Prolonged periods of extreme hot or cold are seldom experienced in West Michigan. Summers
are dominated by moderately warm temperatures with July the warmest month, averaging a daily
maximum of 83.9°F and a daily minimum of 58.1°F. Winters are moderately cold, with average
daily maximum and minimum temperatures of 30.9°F and 15.1°F in January, the coldest month.
Between November and March 85% of the minimum daily temperatures are 32°F or below. The
frost-free period, or growing season, averages 135 days per year. Approximately 63 inches of
snow fall each year between the months of November and April. January is the snowiest month,
with an average of 18 inches. An average of 77 days per season will have on inch or more of
snow on the ground. Rainfall accounts for an average of over 37 inches annually. September is
usually the wettest month, and February the driest. Between the months of May and October, the
crop season, 59% of annual rainfall occurs.

Water Resources & Drainage

Water bodies including rivers, streams and lakes, currently constitute approximately 346 acres, or
1.6% of Caledonia’s total land. The Thornapple River is perhaps Caledonia’s most prominent
natural feature. In many areas the river is buffered by areas of forests and wetlands, and an
almost contiguous natural greenway corridor.

The Thornapple is one of the Grand River's major tributaries and serves as the primary drainage
destination for runoff water in the Township. The river plays a very important role when Caledonia
Township experiences increased amounts of rainfall. Development typically includes the
construction of impervious surfaces such as parking lots, driveways and buildings, which block
rain water from seeping into the ground. The water then becomes known as runoff, and larger
amounts would flow into the Thornapple River. Therefore, as increased development occurs, so
will the river’s role to relieve storm flow, and increased flooding can occur. The other river located
in Caledonia is the Coldwater River, which enters the Thornapple in the southeast corner of the
Township and flows from the east. Both rivers serve not only as important natural features in
Caledonia Township, but as valuable aesthetic assets as well.

There are also several lakes located in Caledonia, the largest of which is Campau Lake in the
northwest quadrant of the township. Like the Thornapple River, Campau Lake is also a major
drainage basin for runoff water. This area of the township, which includes the Campau/Kettle
Lakes area and the Village of Alaska, has already experienced a relatively significant amount of
development.

Emmons Lake is a 22-acre lake located in Caledonia Village. The lake provides habitat for a
variety of fish including smallmouth bass, carp, bluegill, crappie, yellow perch and largemouth
bass.
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Wetlands

Hundreds of acres of wetlands are found along the Thornapple River, Buck, Barber, and Blodgett
Lakes, and various creeks. Wetlands also are found in isolated areas far away from surface water
bodies. The State of Michigan Natural Features Inventory identifies wetlands based on:

1) NRCS Soils Surveys
2) Federal wetland inventories
3) State inventories and updates via permit and violation reports
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Because they occur where the dry land meets the water, wetlands play a critical role in the
management of our resources. Acre for acre, wetlands produce more wildlife and plants than
any other Michigan habitat type. Wetland species also comprise a critically important segment
of these species.
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Wetlands provide many benefits. They:

reduce flooding by absorbing runoff from rain and melting snow and slowly
releasing excess water into rivers and lakes - a one-acre swamp when flooded to
a depth of one foot contains 330,000 gallons of water.

filter pollutants from surface runoff, trapping fertilizers, pesticides, sediments, and
other contaminants and helping to break some of them down into less harmful
substances, improving water clarity and quality.

help recharge groundwater supplies when connected to underground aquifers.

contribute to natural nutrient and water cycles, and produce vital atmospheric
gases, including oxygen.

provide commercial or recreational value to our human economy, by producing
plants, game birds (ducks, geese) and fur bearing mammals - many fish use
shallow water wetiand areas for breeding, feeding and refuge from predators.

serve as nutrient traps and filters when adjacent to inland lakes or streams.

The last century has seen a greatly increased rate of wetland loss due to filling and drainage by
man. Prior to World War I, expansion of agricultural lands accounted for most of this loss.
Recently, much wetland destruction has been caused by commercial, industrial, and residential
expansion. The estimated 11 million acres of Michigan wetlands existing in pre-settlement times
has now been reduced to less than 3 million acres. Natural climatological fluctuations do not
significantly change the identifying characteristics of a wetland. Recent legislation has slowed the
loss rate somewhat but threats to these habitats, particularly the smaller wetlands, continue in

many areas.

Prior to park & recreation development, the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
(MDEQ) should be consulted to review the results of a wetlands determination. Any proposed
activity within a wetland area should be carefully considered, and a permit from the MDNR is
always required if impact to regulated wetlands is unavoidable.
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Topography & Landforms

Topography in the township is fairly uniform, except for areas along the Thornapple and
Coldwater River corridors, where hillsides, bluffs and ravines may be found. Other areas in the
township have isolated areas of rolling hills. Topographic relief can provide visual interest to an
otherwise ordinary development project. Small hills and ravines can be used to separate different,
incompatible land uses, and can provide appealing views.

Since the elevation differences within most of the township are not generally severe, preservation
of existing topography should be readily accommodated in most locations. When reviewing
individual site development proposals, the topography of the site should be respected and utilized
to the advantage of the development of the site.




Village and Charter Township of Caledonia Joint Park & Recreation Plan 2019-2023

Soils

The surface soils of the area are a wide variety and can generally be associated with topography
and/or adjacency to the Thornapple and Coldwater River. The muck soils, associated with
wetland areas, are the exceptions.

pa

B

e

' A ARINS L

Source: Soil survey of Kent County, Michigan / United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service

LEGEND®*

NEARLY LEVEL TO GENTLY ROLLING, EXCESSIVELY DRAINED TO
POORLY DRAINED, SANDY AND LOAMY SOILS ON OUTWASH
PLAINS, TERRACES, AND TILL PLAINS

Qakville-Thet‘ord Granby associalion: Nearly (evel to genlly roiling,
well drained o poorly drained, sandy soils formed in sandy materials

Piantiald-Oshtamo Spinks association: Nearly level lo gently rolling
excessively drained and well drained, sandy and loamy soils formed in
sandy and loamy materials

Chelsea-Thetford-Selfridge association: Nearty level to gently ro'ling
h ly drained and poorly drained, sandy
sois formed in sandy and loamy matenals

NEARLY LEVEL TO ROLLING WELL DRAINED, LOAMY AND SANDY
SOILS ON MORAINES, OUTWASH PLAINS, AND TILL PLAINS

Kal. QOshtemo-Spinks Nearly level to rolling, well
drained, loamy and sandy soils formed in loamy and sandy materials

Spink renmhk-Oshtemo . Nearty lavel 1o rolling. well
drained, sancy and loamy sails lormed n sandy and loamy materials
and in leamy glacaal Ul

NEARLY LEVEL TO GENTLY ROLLING, WELL DRAINED TO SOME
WHAT POOR.Y DRAINED, LOAMY AND SANDY SOILS ON TILL
PLAINS, OUTWASH PLAINS, AND MORAINES

Ithaca-Rimer-Perrinton associstion: Nearly level to gently ralling, well
dramed to somewhal poorly drsined, 'oamy and sandy soils formed in
loamy. sandy, silty, and clayey deposits

Marlette-Capac Melamora association Nearly level lo gently rolling
well drained ko somewhat poorly drained, lsamy soils formed in lcamy
deposits

10

GENTLY ROLLING TQ VEXY STEFP, EXCESSIVELY DRAINED TQ
WELL DRAINFD, SANDY AND LOAMY 30ILS ON MORAINES, OUT.
WASH PLAINS, AND TILL PLAINS

Marfette Perrinton Metea association: Gently rolling to very stean,
well drained, loamy and sandy soils formed in toamy, silty and sandy
depasits

Marlette-Chelsea-Boyer association: Gentiy rolling to very sieep,
ivety drainad and well drained, loamy and sandy soils

BB

tarmed in loamy and sandy deposits

Chelsea Plainfield -Boyer associalicn: Genlly ro!ling to very steep,
emessively drained to well drained, sandy sors lormed in sandy and
foamy materials

NEARLY LEVEL TO UNDULATING, WELL DRAINED TO POORLY
DRAINED LOAMY AND SANDY SOILS ON TILL PLAINS, LAKE
PLAINS, MORAINES, GLACIAL DELTAS, AND OQUTWASH PLAINS

(3 [ : Naarly lavel and undulat
ing. well drained and somewhal poorly drained, loamy soils formed in
loamy and sandy materials

Kibbie-Dixboro Thettord associabon: Nearly 'evel and undu'ating,
somawhat poorly drained 'camy and sandy sois formed in loamy,
silty, #nd sandy materaly

Capac-Parkhill-Marlette association: Nearly level and undulating,
well drained 1o pooriy drained, loamy so:ls formed in loamy and silty
deposits

NEARLY LEVEL, VERY POORLY DRAINED TO SOMEWHAT POORLY
DRAINED MUCKY AND LOAMY SOILS IN BOGS OR ON FLOOD
PLAINS

Houghlon-Cohoclah-Ceresco association: Nearly level, somewhat
poorly drained lo very poorly drained, mucky and loamy seils formed
in herbaceous organic material or loamy alluwial deposits
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Woodlands

A significant portion of Caledonia Township is forested. Most of the forested areas are found
along the Thornapple River and its tributaries. The forests are made up of maples, oaks,
cottonwoods, sassafras and other native Michigan species. Over the past decade, forested land
has decreased in the Township. A majority of that loss has occurred due to clearing for residential
development. Forested lands are generally targeted as desirable residential building sites
because of their aesthetic value, which increased the real and perceived quality of life as well as
providing sanctuary for wildlife, reducing runoff and erosion, and improving air and water quality.

Utilities

In Caledonia Township, natural gas and electricity are provided by private companies. Natural gas
is provided by Michigan Consolidated Gas Company (MichCon). Consumers Energy provides
electricity to residents, businesses and institutions in the community. Ameritech provides local

phone service. Cable is provided by Charter Communications, Inc. Fiber optic service is available.

The Caledonia wastewater treatment facility was identified as an industrial use on the Existing
Land Use Map. However, because this is a public facility, owned and operated by the Village, it
has been reclassified as Public/Quasi-Public on the Future Land Use Map. Careful consideration
should be given to this parcel as to its future development, specifically the area between the
facility and M-37. As commercial development continues to push north along M-37, the Village
should consider the highest and best use for this frontage property. If it is to remain as public
property, care must be taken to ensure that future park and recreational areas are appropriately

screened from the neighboring commercial properties to the south.

Public water and sewer utilities are either in place or can be readily extended to serve
development in the areas in the Village and in area along M-37 and Emmons Lake. A major
drainage easement that runs northward across each of the undeveloped parcels fronting the east
side of Emmons Lake as well as the general lowness and wetness of these parcels will influence
the scale and intensity of development.

1
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Land Use

Between 1971 and 1991, the attractiveness of Buck Lake and the Thornapple River created
numerous land divisions, related to these bodies of water. For the most part, these changes
created the pattern of development that existed through 1999. This pattern is being carried out in
many areas of the township, but primarily in larger tracts that make up small subdivision and site
condominium projects. In a number of cases, these new projects are located well off the roadway
and therefore are not as readily visible or obvious. This does not diminish the fact that these
changes are affecting the Township, it only means that these changes are not as clear to the
casual observer. The table included below was developed using land use and natural features
information derived from aerial photographs and windshield surveys. The date is based on 1978
Michigan Department of Natural Resources Michigan Resource Information System information,
1991 Grand Valley State University Water Resources Institute information and 1999 LSL Planning
information. The analysis was done using Geographic Information System technology.

E_)_(i_st_in g L_arld Usg - Land Use and Natural Features Analysis 1978-1999

| LT oy . o738 | 1991 | om0
_ Land Use Categorles | (acres) (acres{ {acres)
| Single-Family
| Residential | 049 1,228 2432
Multiple-Family
Residential 0 17 46

Manufactured Home

Park | 0 0 50
Commercial 62 | 119 104

| Public/Quasi-Public 43 379 463
industrial | 6 47 39
| Extractive:Utlity | 45 206 314
Agricultural 16,757 8.429 6.785
Vacant Land/Open
Field 4718 6.102 5533
Natural Feature | 1978 | 1991 | 1999 'I
Calegories (acres) | (acres) | (acres)
Forest . 5056 | 5114 | 4666
Wetlands 456 | 451 424
Water | 374 374 346
*Approximate Total |
Acres | 22466 | 22466 21,202

‘Difference in tolal acreage calculations due to subtraction of roads
“Difference in approximale total acreage calculations due to the construction of roads

Source: Caledonia Township Master Plan 2015

12
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SECTION B - ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

The development of previous plans was assisted by an Ad-Hoc Parks and Recreation Advisory
Committee appointed by both the Village and Township. This six-member Committee consisted
of residents from both the Village and the Township and had representation from both governing
bodies. The Committee advised the Village Council and Township Board on policies affecting
recreational services, and on all other matters pertaining to programming. The committee has
evolved while and implementing the Action ltems of this Plan, and the communities will continue
to draw from public feedback to assess and address recreational goals.

Since 1991, Caledonia Township has operated as a Charter Township under the provisions of
PA 359 of 1947. The Township Board consists of the Supervisor, Clerk, Treasurer and four (4)
Trustees. All Board members are elected for four (4) year terms. Appointed Township staff
includes the Assessor, Building Inspector, Deputy Clerk and clerical support personnel.

The Village was incorporated on January 21, 1888 and re-incorporated in 1895. The Council has
a President that is elected every two (2) years, and six (6) Trustees that are elected for four (4)
year terms. The Treasurer and the Clerk are appointed.

At this time, neither the Village nor Township operates any developed parks. The developed
parks are under either the State or County jurisdiction. This is the result of a previous lack of
urgency to protect open space or develop traditional parks, as open spaces were abundant
throughout the community. With its longtime collaborative philosophy, Caledonia has worked
with Kent County by donating key park lands, providing funds for: purchasing park land and
providing matching funds for the development of the County park lands. The Village and
Township will remain vital partners for Kent County and the Caledonia Community Schools in the
continuation to aid whenever possible with dollars for grant matching, land donations, planning of
shared facilities, and non-duplication of recreational services.

Growth continues to increase population and deplete open space and both the Village and
Township recognize the need to be proactive in securing lands for recreation and open space
areas, both to accommodate the needs of a growing population and to help assure that the
natural character of the Township will not be lost in the wake of this growth. This joint recreation
plan will reflect that sentiment and respond to that ongoing transition.

Both the Village and the Township have a budget for parks and recreation. This line item within
the budget allows for accumulation of funds for allocation of capital purchases, improvements
and services. Caledonia Township has donated parks lands to the County and provided
matching funds for development of County parks. The County and State provide maintenance to
their facilities through their departments.

' Park & Recreation
2019 General Fund Budget (Projected)

Year Expenditures

Village Township
2019 $4,500 $3,200,000
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SECTION C — DESCRIPTION OF PLANNING PROCESS

Community recreational facilities cannot be effectively provided without some basis from which
the type, quantity, location, need, and priority for that facility has been determined. Several
methods for determining a community's recreation needs and priorities have been identified.
These include observing use levels for existing facilities, comparing recreational facilities in
similar communities, evaluating unique opportunities for certain types of facilities, developing or
referencing guidelines or standards based on quantity per population, and anticipating projected
population growth.

Existing recreation opportunities can be compared to national recreation standards to determine
deficiencies; however great care must be taken to apply common sense and knowledge of the
community. These boilerplate standards will be used only in conjunction with other methods to
determine local recreation deficiencies and priorities.

Additional comments from residents in close vicinity to or who may be negatively impacted by
any future project is recommended and will provide additional guidance beyond the public review
and comment done when this plan was in its draft stage.

A planning workshop attended by members of the Recreation Commission, Township Staff,
Village Staff, and the planning consultant was held on October 24, 2018. The workshop
attendees confirmed a strong desire to continue improving the recreational facilities throughout
the Township and the need to strategically monitor the availability of parcels to acquire for
recreational opportunities.

The purpose of the strategic planning process was to receive direct input from key individuals
within the community relative to the identification and ranking of the community’s current
recreation needs. The issues and needs were identified and discussed at the workshop and are
incorporated into this document. A draft copy of this plan was placed on file at the Township Hall,
the Village offices and public notices were placed in the local newspaper (see appendix) to invite
further public comment on the plan. The information contained in the draft report was presented
at public hearings as follows:

On January 22, 2019, a special meeting of the Caledonia Village Council was held to allow
public comment to discuss, review and formally adopt this recreation plan. Meeting minutes are
attached (see appendix).

On January 28, 2019, a special meeting of the Caledonia Township Board was held to allow
public comment to discuss, review and formally adopt this recreation plan. Meeting minutes are
attached (see appendix).
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SECTION D - EXISTING RECREATIONAL INVENTORY

An essential element of a recreation plan is the inventory of local and regional, public and
private recreation facilities that are available to a community’s resident. Such an inventory
provides a basis from which a comparison can be made of existing recreation opportunities
with the community’s identified recreation needs. This inventory process also identifies
barrier-free facilities. This will ensure that citizens with disabilities will fully enjoy these
facilities. Involving advocate organizations and utilizing the knowledge of the Village and
Township staff will help facilitate this element of the inventory process. Further, this facility
inventory establishes the foundation from which a recreational improvement program can be
developed and implemented. The included map on page 34 also shows the location of local
recreational facilities.

Overview

A current inventory of existing local and regional recreation facilities was conducted in
October and November of 2018. Inventories of the existing playground equipment and park
facilities were reviewed with regard to location, acreage, quantity, quality, accessibility, and
condition (See Table 1-Page 37). This information was verified by the communities. Because
the Village and Township does not own any developed facilities, an ADA compliance
inventory was not performed. This information may be obtained from the Kent County Parks
and Recreation Master Plan or the Department of Natural Resources.

Caledonia Township owns eight (8) undeveloped parcels of land slated for recreational
development as the Community Green (see appendix). The parcels are shown in detail on
the map on page 31.

State and County Regional Facilities

There are six (6) Kent County and one (1) State facility located within the Village/Township
boundaries. Caledonia Township has played a very active role with the County in securing
these facilities including donating 90 acres for Lepard Park, contributing dollars for the
development of the Paul Henry Thornapple Trail, and contributing dollars for the purchase of
Two Rivers Park and Thornapple River Bend Park. These facilities are inventoried in
“Recreation Facilities” map on page 34.

The Michigan DNR maintains a public access site with a hard surface boat launch, limited
parking and restrooms at Campau Lake in Caledonia Township. This 82-acre lake reaches
depths of 50 feet. The lake connects to Kettle Lake forming a total of 125 acres of surface
waters. The lakefront is mostly developed with some cottages and mainly year-round homes.
Recently construction of a community sewer system was installed, greatly improving the
area.

Outside of the village and township boundaries, there are several excellent and unique
regional recreational opportunities. Allegan State Game Area, Yankee Springs Recreation
Area, Cannonsburg, & Lowell Game Area, Meijer Botanical Gardens, Christensen Nature
Center, Fallasburg Park, Blandford Nature Center and John Ball Park zoo. There are also
small local parks offering a variety of activities including footpaths, playgrounds, quiet areas
and native plantings, located within a convenient driving distance for Caledonia residents.

The following are descriptions of the major recreational facilities within the Village and
Township that are operated by the Kent County Parks Department.
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Caledonia Lakeside Park

An active park in the heart of Caledonia with frontage on Emmons Lake. Features various facilities for picnics and
event, two ball diamonds and access to the Paul Henry Thornapple Trail and the Caledonia Library.

el LARGE PARK

4

43.5 acres

History

This park was established in
1926, when Kent County
acquired the first 10.3 acres of
land. Parcels were added over
time, with the most recent
purchase by Kent County being
23 acres acquired in 1990.
Caledonia Township acquired
an additional 18.8 acres border-
ing the park on the north shore
of Emmons Lake in 2017,

with the agreement that Kent
County Parks would manage the
additional property as part of the
park. Trails were developed by
the Township on this parcel to
connect the park to the library.

Natural Features

‘The park’s most prominent natural feature is 0.4 miles of frontage on Emmons Lake. In addition, nearly two-thirds of the
land remains in a natural state, with fields, woods and wetlands. Significant rise and fall in topography throughout the park
also adds natural interest.

Facilities and Activities
Fishing, playgrounds, ball diamonds, hiking/walking, picnic areas,

- - open shelter, enclosed shelter house, restrooms
Caledonia Lakeside Park

£ \

Trails

Serves as staging area for Paul Henry Thornapple Trail

0.4 mile natural surface trail through wooded area in main park
0.4 mile natural surface connector trail to Caledonia Library

san

z
L roy oy

A Accessibility » 3
\ 1 Strengths

-

= = . IE i This park efficiently offers an array of recreational facilities that
l AL ; q are well-utilized by visitors. It's location is also a strength, being
x /ﬁ B \ surrounded by the Village of Caledonia, Caledonia Public Schools,
= L | i the Caledonia Branch of the Kent District Library, and the Paul
i i ol 3| Henry Thornapple Trail. The park’s natural areas and lake frontage

further enhance its appeal.

Source — Kent County Draft 2019-2023 Parks, Trails and Natural Areas Master Plan
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Caledonia Lakeside Park (continued)

Long-term Vision

Challenges

With the lo cation and setting of this park, additional
facilities and trails might be welcomed by visitors.
However, opportunities for farther development are
limited. Likewise, expansion ofthe park also wouldbe
difficult, given surmundingland uses. Because of the

relat ively compact placement of facilities and limited
natura] resources, some events may create issues between
user groups or may not be ideally compatible with the park
setting.

Maintaining the water quality of Emmons Lake mayalso
present a challenge, especially with continued develop-
ment in the region. The lake is fed in part by drainage
ditches that abut parking lots, roads, lawns and farm fields.

Possible Opportunities

Caledonia Township now owns roughly 35 acres that are
adjacent to the parkand Emmons Lake. While thisland
includes the library and nearbylawns and parking, much
ofthe Township propertyis in a natural state. An oppor-
tunity exists for further collaboration between the County
and Township, to develop more seamless park-like experi-
ences forvisitors spanning the County and Township
properties. Examples could include the development of
trails, boardwalks, observation platforms, fishing access or
an interpretive trail.

As opportunities arise, evaluate the placement and condition of existing facilities. Make imp rovements as warranted to the
condition and usability of facilities, to better meet the expectations and desires of the public. Collaborate with Caledonia

Township on expansion of recreational opportunities.

DNR recreation grants

TF87-177 Acquisition of23 acres. The site contains two ball fields, a nature trall and a short paved path connecting the
park to the Paul Henry Thomapple Trall. The facilities are in good condition.

BF91-287 Development ofa softball field, parking, picnic area, restroom facility, playground and landscaping. These facilt-

ties are in good condition.
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Caledonia Lakeside Park (continued)

Caledonia Township greenspuce
open to the public

i“ Park Entrance
“aem?" 4 3nd Bt

North Lake 5t SE

e

Source ~ Kent County Draft 2019-2023 Parks, Trails and Natural Areas Master Plan
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Thornapple Riverbend Greenspace

batural femur e &ea acquired for fullre park developnent, featiying open nelds

vl 1.2 les of sosned

History i T
Upon studying fature recre- :

ational needs o fthe county’s

growing population, a 2001

Subcommittee o fthe County

Board of Commissioners 1
set a goal of acquiring 7,500
acres of Countyparkland.
The subcommittee also

found that a special emphasis
was needed on acquiring
future parkland in southeast
[Cent County, where continu-
ing population growth was
expected and where parkland
was relatively scant. The
Thomapple Riverbend
Conservation Area is one
outgrowth of this study, as
arethe Lowell Regional and

Twn Rivers greenspaces.

The property for the future
Thomapple Piverbend Park
was acquired in 2001 with
assistance from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund. At the time, it was considered to be the last remaininglarge
parcel with one mile of frontage on the Thomapple River in Kent County. The property was acquired with the assistance of
Meijer Corportion and funding from the MINRTF grant.

omapple Riverbe eenspace Natural Features
2o oy = s The property features largely level fields edged to the west
{ : el o] by woodedbanks that descend to the Thomapple River.
: AT - With more than a mile of river frontage, this future park has
4 8 sl S tremendous potential forscenic trails, wildlife observation
N & u and river-based recreation.
- e | s Facilities and Activities
- s - Undeveloped.
..' g " _’_‘) Lrd
— L e Trails

No formal trails have been developed yet.

Accessibility » 1

% b= .
7081 Alaska Ave SE
Caledonia, ML 49315

LonQ: -85.473

Source — Kent County Draft 2019-2023 Parks, Trails and Natural Areas Master Plan
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Thornapple Riverbend Greenspace (continued)

Strengths

Thispropertyoffers an
excellent mix o fopen fields
and scenic river fmntage.
When the park is devel-
oped, the fields can easilybe
converted to accommodate
many forms of recreation,
depending co mmunity
interest, need and available
resources, Being located in
an area of growing popula-
tio n that was previously
identified as lacking in
parkland, this fature park
will help tremendously in
filling that need.

Challenges

Dueto the size of this park,
development may require
significant capital investments. The preliminary master plan for the park was developed 15 years ago. When development
does proceed, the master plan forthe park will needto be updated significantly to harmo nize with changing regional recre-
ational needs and opportunities, Anticipated development of the park is still several years away, and not in the time frame of
this current $-year departmental master plan.

Possible Opportunities

The preliminary master plan for the park called fora mix o fsports fields and support facilities over approximately one third
oftheland. The remaining areas would be restored to natural habitats, offering opportunities for hiking, picnicking, nature
education and riverfront activities. While much ofthis original plan may still come to fruition, other opportunities also
<an be considered. Since this property was purchased, Caledonia Township has undertakan the long-term development of
alarge park across the Thornapple
Riverand west of Thornapple River
Drive. This Township park may meet
some needs originally envisioned
for Thornapple Riverbend Park,
potentially allowing the park to
accommodate other recreational
interests as well. Kent County Parks
and Caledonia Township have been
working together to help plan each
park. Connecting the future trail
systems of these two parks across
the river would create an outstand-
ing regional recreational attraction.
Similarly, oppo rtunities may exist
forrouting a cross-county multi-use
trail through the parks. In the public
needs survey, boating/kayaking

: access sites and unpaved hiking trails
N S ' : scored highest in priority for future

Source — Kent County Draft 2019-2023 Parks, Trails and Natural Areas Master Plan
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Thornapple Riverbend Greenspace (continued)

investments. Large natural areas scored third and fishing areas scored fifth. All of these public needs could be met through
the future development of this park.

Long-term Vision
Maintain and manage the parkland in its current state until development becomes viable and desirable. Develop a new
master plan for the park that meets recreational needs while complimentingand enhancing other recreational endeavors in

the area.

DNR Recreation grants
TF99-176 Acquisition of parkland for a future park. The land is currently preserved as open space.

= =

Source — Kent County Draft 2019-2023 Parks, Trails and Natural Areas Master Plan
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PauI Henry Thornapple Tra|I

s Caledor g

M- GRE - rigte 1 St eastern Har =
Freg My ¢ ’; at Parie Park rEof g langer 42 '-H't‘t'jnh.‘:ﬂ‘:i:l':fu T ple partrers

6 CONNECTOR TRAIL @
Total Trall Length » 8.4 miles

Main Route  M-6 Trailat Wing Ave, to 100 St in Caledonia 7.6 miles

Spur Link to Dutton Shadyside Park (in development) 0.8 miles
Land Owned » 34.8 acres
History

The Paul Henry- Thomnapple Trail follows
the route of a former railway between
Grand Rapids and Vermontville, ML
Originally chartered as the Grand River
Valley Railroad in 1846, this rail line
changed hands several times during its
history, being operated by Michigan
Central, New York Central, Penn Central,
Conrail and ultimately, underlease by the
Kent, Barry and Eaton Connecting Railway.
Service ended on Oat 15, 1983, Inthe early
1990’ Penn Central sold major segments
ofthe route between Grand Rapids and
Vermontville to the Michigan DNR, Rails-
to-Trails Conservancy, individuals and trail
agencies and organizations. In Kent County,
segments were acquired by the Rails-to-
Trails Conservancy Consumers Power and
private landowners. ent County and Kentwood later acquired the parcels and easements needed for the trail,

Lnitially named after the Thornapple River, which it follows for much of its route, the trail sventually was renamed the Paul
Henry Thornapple Trail in memory of Rep resentative Paul Henry forhis deep commitment to the care and preservation
ofthe environment. The 42 mile trail corridor is owned by various o cal entities along its route, and it is managed and
advanced locally by these entities. In Kent County, Kentwood manages the trail from §0th Street north, and Kent County

Source — Kent County Draft 2019-2023 Parks, Trails and Natural Areas Master Plan
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Paul Henry Thornapple Trail continued

Parks manages it from 60th Street to the
County line at 108th Street.

Setting

Over its 42-mile route, the Paul Henry
Thomapple Trall passes through many
scenic natural and rural areas as well as
several communitles, often within reach
ofthe Thornapple River The section
managed by Kent County Patks mostly
passes through agricultural areas mixed
with some industries and dispersed
residential develop ment.

Connections and Destinations

The segment of the trall managed by
Kent Countylinks to the Fred Mejer
M-6 Trall and Kentwood’s segment of
the Paul Henry Thomapple Trail at its
northern terminus. At the 108th Street,
the Kent County segment conneds

to the remainder of the Paul Henry
Thomapple Trall which carries on to
Vermontville, The route to Vermontville
includes a mix of paved, unpaved, roadside and planned segments. Along its route, the Kent County segment also conneds
to Paris Park, Paris Nature Preserve, and Caledonla Lakeside Park. A new connedting spurto Dutton Shadyside is also in
development. The route also passes Caledonia High School, Emmons Lake Elementary School, Kraft Meadows Middle
School, and facilities oflarge employers induding Switch and Steelcase.

Accessibility » 5

Strengths

As part of a march larger project, the Kent County segment of the Paul Henry Thornapple Trail provides a key link between
the urban areas of Grand Raplds and the more rural communities stretching out south and east ofthe city. In itself the Kent
County segment provides an excellent transportation corridor for people traveling to work, schools, or parks, and connects
to avast network of trails radlating out fromthe Grand Rapids area forlonger distance adventures. Most of the Kent
County segment Is also off-road, providing fora more relaxing and pleasurable trail experience.

Challenges

As awhole, supporters of the Paul Henry Thomapple Trail face considerable challenges in developing the funding needed
to complete missing segments ofthe trail and to maintain the trall once it’s in place. With the Kent County segment being
complete, challenges here malnly focus on continuing to imp rove the experience fortrail users, and on ensuring that
funding s available to repairand repave the trail when necessarg

Possible Opportunities

As with portions of the M-6 Trail, the rural landscapes surrounding the County’s segment ofthe Thornapple Trall will
likely face pressure for new residential developments in the future, Ifand when this occurs, Kent County Parks should
work with developers to try to protect the scenlc quality ofthetrall, and to develop spurs into new residential areas orlocal
trailheads to provide easy access to the trall. Opportunities also may arise to develop longer spurs trails to connect to other
destinations by wo tking with utility companies, otherland owners, and /or Caledonia Township.

Source — Kent County Draft 2019-2023 Parks, Trails and Natural Areas Master Plan
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Paul Henry Thornapple Trail continued

Long-term Vision
Maintain and manage the trail to provide a recreation corridor between urban areas, anchor parks, and other trails. Improve
access to the trail and linkages to other trails and destinations where possible.

DNR Recreation grants
None.
"o o
Ay 51 g
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Source — Kent Counly Draft 2019-2023 Parks, Trails and Natural Areas Master Plan
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Lepard Nature Preserve

| LARGE PARK

History

This single parcel of land was
donated to the countyin 2003
byJohnS. Lepard, Joan Slater,
Judith Maier and MaryJean
Buttrey, with the intent of provid-
inga nature preserve with oppor-
tunities for outdoor education.
Caledonia Township contributed
funds to support development

of Interpretive trails and parking.
To overcome limited visibility for
entering and exiting cars where
the park abuts 76th St. as well as
topographic challenges, the Parks
Dept. secured an easement from
the Spirit of Life Church in 2013
to provide public access from a
parking lot constructed at the
northeast cornerofthe preserve.

Natural Features

This park is intended to be an educational nature preserve, providing hikingaccess to a scenic forest with opportunities to
learn about nature but with minimal other suppoting facilities.

Facilities and Activities
Parking, hiking/walking trails, interpretive signs

Lepard Nature Preserve

Trails

A single natural-surfaced hiking loop explores the interiorofthe
park, accessed bya connecting spurto the parking lot accessed
through the Spirit of Life Church lots. The complete out and back
cirenit is a little less than one mile in length.

Accessibility » 2

Strengths

This is a very scenic park with heavily wooded hills and valleys to
explore and an open field to discover The park offers a surprising
sense of seclusion within easy reach of the M-6 highway and M-37.

-l
T '
: ;%2_"“ - i Challenges

Lepard Preserve was created as an educational nature preserve,
but buffering is thin between the park and surrounding roads and

Source — Kent County Draft 2019-2023 Parks, Trails and Natural Areas Master Plan
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Lepard Nature Preserve (continued)

development, especially in the south portion. This may
somewhat limit the diversity of wildlife such as birds to be
seen by park visitors. Additional land would enhance the
long-term quality and viability of the preserve, but expansion
is unlikely due to local development pressures and interven-
ing roads.

Possible Opportunities
Long-term plans by Caledonia Township call for a
non-motorized trail to be constructed along the park’s
border on M-37 (Boadmoor Ave.). This will present the
opportunity to add bike racks and a connecting spur to the
park’s loop, making Lepard Preserve a destination where
bikers on the Township's trail
disembark and explore the - .

i es b Leguordd
park on foot. pacting

b V- |3—‘ “ir-f.’;’!&".i.:;.it-::':;-L:ﬁe
Long-term Vision .P e
Maintain and manage the Sv:ut::;* \ eerhea, /' "\.\

preserve for its current use of hiking
and nature education. Continue to ' §

r.-—IJE

improve habitat quality through control : i \.\
of invasive species at the park. | ’,." /.,' '.!
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Source - Kent Counly Draft 2019-2023 Parks, Trails and Natural Areas Master Plan
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Two Rivers Greenspace

+

Manr & resouroe area acquired for future park developrrent

History

The Initial 90.8 acres for this future
park was acquired in 2007 from Robert
Cisler Sr, et al,, with grant funding
from the Michigan Department
ofNatural Resources Trust Fund,
andlocal funding from Caledonia
Township and the Kent County

Parks Acquisition and Development
Pund. Like the Lowell Regional and
Thormapple Riverbend greenspaces,
this 91 acre parcel at the confluence of
the Coldwaterand Thornapple Rivers
was acquired in response to the 2001
County Board Subcommittee report
calling foradditional parkland in
southeast Kent County. In 2016, three
additional parcels of 75.5, 12.8 and
82.3 acres were acquired, again with
funding from the MNRTE, Caledonia
Township, local foundations and the
Kent County Parks Acquisition fund.

Natural Features

This land reserved for a future park features an impressive 3.5 miles of frontage ontwo rivers. Steep forested banks sarround
the wide floodplain of the Coldwater River while backwater areas alongthe Thornapple River provide excallent viewing
opportunities for water fowl. Higherup, adjacent fields cover rolling ground with scattered upland marshes and clustered

—— 4 0%
= X ' - )
. . % b= ] !;“
) v
A . g Xy © .
! - h
oA \ .
) x| )

stands oftrees. Overall, the park will feature a diverse mixof
habitats with expansive areas to explore.

Facilities and Activities
Undeveloped

Trails
Undeveloped

Accessibility » 1
Strengths

This park preserves the rare confluence of two major rivers coupled
with upland fields and natural areas, offering outstanding scenic
and recreational value. As neatbypopulation continues to grow,
Two Rivers Park will be well positioned to become a regional
destination for outdoor recreation.

Source — Kent Counly Draft 2019-2023 Parks, Trails and Natural Areas Master Plan
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Two Rivers Greenspace (continued)

Challenges

The different regio ns of the park

are divided by a road and the deep
valley of the Coldwater River
Though potentially challenging,
forging connections between the
parcels may be destrable, depending
onthe types of recreation developed
in each area. Given its size, this

park contains relatively few acres of
upland forest. Residential develop-
ment ofadjacent wooded parcels
would diminish the wildlife carrying
capacity ofthe park and impinge

on its scenic qualitg Development
ofthe patk will require significant
capital funding,

Possible Opportunities

This park offers excellent potential for developing facilities to support a variety of recreational activities, inchading kayaking,
canoeing, fishing, hiking, nature observation and group and community events. The appeal and breadth of these activities
could be significantly expanded and improved with acquisttion of additional adjacent natural areas if such opportunities
arise, The results ofthe Parks Department’s public needs survey strongly support many improvements envisioned forthis
park, including establishing river access for boating and fishing, protecting additional natural areas, developing unpaved
hikingtrails, and providing picnic areas and shelters.

Long-termn Yision

Maintain and manage the parkland in its current state untll devdopment becomes viable and desirable. Acquire additional
riverfront areas, marshes and upland open space ifpossible, to increase park size to a minimum 0£200 acres. Develop an
updated master plan forthe park priorto development.

DNR Recreation grants
TF05-055 Acquisition ofland for a future riverfront park. This p roperty 1s currently preserved as open space.

TF14-0229 Acquisttion of 170 upland acres to add to the existing 91 acre park at the confluence of the Coldwaterand
Thornapple Rivers. The new acquisition provides good access to the Thornapple River for canoe /kayak launch-
ing as well as opportunities for trail develop ment, boardwalks, overlooks and habttat restoration. This property
is currently preserved as open space pending development.

Source — Kent County Draft 2019-2023 Parks, Trails and Natural Areas Master Plan
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Two Rivers Greenspdce (continued)

Looking Ahead

This concephual plan for the future Two Rivers Park shows proposed development of trails, overiooks, rental facilitles and
support facilities for water-based recreation. In this concept, the eastem region of the park would emphasize restoring
habitats and providing trait access to natural areas while the western region would support a greater variety of recre-
ational activities. The plan also suggests areas of potential long-range interest for land acquisition to help preserve and
enhance the scenic quality and natural resources of the park and to expand regeational opportunities. Such acquisitions
would be contingent on landowner interest.

Development and acquisition projects such as these depend on available funding, system-wide priorities and community
interest and support. These proposals also may adapt as new opportunities arise and public interest shifts.

Source - Kent County Draft 2019-2023 Parks, Trails and Natural Areas Master Plan
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Ruehs (Fred W.) Park

Roadside park with 1,110 feet of frontage on the Thornapple River, a playground and picnic facilities.

6.2 acres

History

Initial 3 acres donated by Ernest and
Madge Ruehs in 1950. Park expanded with

additional purchases in 1998, 2002 and 2010.

Natural Features

This small park features 0.2 miles of frontage
of the Thornapple River.

Facilities and Activities
Fishing, playground, picnicking, restrooms

Trails

A 200 foot concrete walkway leads from the
parking lot to the playground.
Accessibility » 4

Strengths

Easy river access for retrieving watercraft and

inflatable floats. The available land at the park
meets this basic function.

Challenges
On busy days, parking facilities are

overwhelmed by kayakers and floating tubers.

SMALL PARK

Possible Opportunities

A picnic area or open shelter could increase use at this park and
revenue generation, however management for group rentals might be
less efficient than at other parks due to its location and size. With the
public needs survey ranking boating and kayaking access as the highest
priority for investment, improvements to the launch at Ruehs Park
could help meet the need.

Long-term Vision
Maintain and manage the park for its current use. Improve facilities if
warranted.

DNR Recreation grants

TF97-121 Acquisition of 2 acres. Two houses were later removed.
Subsequent acquisitions of small adjacent parcels have
improved the continuity and usability of the park.
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Local Facilities

The Caledonia Library began operating in 1926 in the home of Mrs. Alton Bowman with the
efforts of the Caledonia Women's Club. In December 1934, Caledonia became the second
community to join the newly established Kent County Library Association. The Library moved
in 1981 into the remodeled United Brethren Church on Emmons St., and in 2011 to a new,
18,000 square foot facility on 92nd St. in order to meet the increasing needs of the growing
community in Caledonia Township. Caledonia Library has frontage on Emmons Lake.
Adjacent parcels have been acquired creating a connection to Caledonia Lakeside Park and
providing opportunities to develop recreational facilities and connections including the Library

In Qctober 2018 the communities solicited public input to create a vision for these
acquisitions and the future connection with Caledonia Lakeside Park. The results of the
Village Green sessions are included in the Appendix.
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School Facilities

The Caledonia Community School District currently has five (5) elementary, two (2) middle,
one (1) high school, and one early childhood center. Most of these school facilities have
some form of associated recreational facilities or equipment. These facilities, when available,
are used by the residents for leisure recreation or for recreational programming.

The school facilities' main purpose is to provide recreational opportunities for the students in
attendance at the respective schools. However, when coordinated with the school district,
facilities can be used by the general public under certain conditions. Elementary schools
serve the residents of the neighborhoods in which they are located, while the middle schools
and the high schools tend to serve a broader population base. The primary users of the
recreation facilities are the students; the general public should not depend greatly on school
facilities to meet their recreational needs.

Private Recreation Facilities

Several privately-owned recreation facilities are also located in or near the Village or
Township. Although use of these facilities is limited to those who can afford the fees, they do
address certain recreation needs. There are more than fifty (50) golf courses within a
convenient driving distance for Village and Township residents. Of these, two (2) are located
in the Township.

Opened in the spring of 1965, Broadmoor Country Club went through two owners before
being purchased by the Leatherman family in 1986. Much of the original layout was updated
in the late nineties including 8 holes on the front nine. Two greens were also reconstructed
on the back nine during this time. These changes allowed a picturesque housing community
to be built along the North end of the course.

The clubhouse received the attention in 2000 with a complete remodel and addition. The
expanded clubhouse allowed additional seating capacity complete with large screen TV's for
the big games. The kitchen and outdoor grilling area were also enlarged to accommodate
large outings.

Saskatoon Golf Club has been one of Greater Grand Rapids most popular public golf
courses for more than 45 years. The course opened in the summer of 1964 with the original
Red Course. The first Pro Shop still stands today but is no longer used to serve the public.
Over the years, Saskatoon continued to grow, adding the White Course in 1967, and the
Blue Course in 1972. A new, spacious clubhouse was constructed in 1982 and offered
guests many options including a golf shop, a full-service restaurant and bar, two banquet
rooms, restrooms on multi-levels and locker facilities.

In 1992, owners Bill and Joan Howard opened the European-style Gold Course, practice
range and short game area, and a second clubhouse featuring a golf shop and banquet
area. This gave the greater Grand Rapids area its first championship-style, 36-hole public
golf course.

There are over a dozen churches within this Master Plan's area, some which avail their
facilities to civic groups like Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts and various support/self-help
organizations. None of the churches have athletic fields or gymnasium areas open for
general public use.
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The Cal-Plex, located on Caledonia Community Schools property, is the home for Caledonia
Area Travel Soccer Football Club (CATS FC), as well as Caledonia Rocket Football,
Caledonia American Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO), as well as Caledonia youth softball
and little league teams.

The Cal-Plex features:

Four Baseball diamonds
Five soccer fields - options allow games of 6 v 6, 8 v8 and 11 v 11.
Two lacrosse fields

Natural grass fields in an open, country air environment.
Concession stand, restrooms, paved parking.

CATS FC is a not-for-profit soccer club that began in 1999. Their purpose is to offer a
competitive soccer atmosphere with a small hometown feel. CATS FC competes against
teams within both the Grand Valley Soccer Association (GVSA) and the Michigan State
Premier Soccer League (MSPSL). CATS players go on to play for Caledonia, South
Christian, Wayland, Thornapple-Kellogg, Hastings, Kentwood and other area high schools
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Barrier-Free Evaluation

The ultimate goal is to provide recreation opportunities that include everyone. With the
passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), all areas of public service
and accommodation are subject to barrier-free requirements, including parks and
recreation facilities and programs. This planning process should include methods to
ensure that the Township park and recreation system is accessible to persons with
disabilities. When looking at areas and programs to determine their accessibility to all
people, we start by asking these simple questions:

Can a person who has a sight or hearing disability, uses a wheelchair, uses a walking
aid such as crutches or braces, has a mental disability that affects learning and
understanding, safely and independently:

e Get from the arrival place to the e Move around the area?
aclivity area?
e Do what others do in the area? e If not, what is gelting in the way?

e How can this barrier be removed?

Since the Village and Township do not currently own any park properties, there has not
been a need for an evaluation of existing facilities and programs to determine if they are
barrier-free. This may change in the future and sites will be developed with ADA
accessibility as a priority.

The Township has scheduled in each phase of any new development, as outlined in the
capital improvement schedule, that ADA accessibility concerns will be addressed as a
first priority. Furthermore, the goal of full accessibility is stated as a primary goal in the
action plan outlined by the Township.

Programs

Caledonia Public Library offers a wide range of programs year-round for the community. A
sampling includes:

Family Story Time;

Summer Reading Clubs for all ages;
Monthly art and craft programs for all ages;
Ice Cream Socials;

John Ball's Traveling Zoo;

Guest speakers and,

Puppet shows.

Last year the branch offered 72 programs and had 3,523 attendees. The library passed its
millage proposal in 2009 and has plans to expand its facility and programs.

Caledonia Community Education Programs

The Caledonia Community Education's goal is to bring quality "Lifelong Learning” to the
Caledonia community and the surrounding area. Classes and programs are offered to all
ages, from infants to senior citizens. Classes include health and fitness, computers and
financial training along with a variety of other classes and opportunities for life enriching
experiences. Programs include:
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Adult Enrichment;

Kids Classes;

Sports Camps;

Driver Education;
Community Theatre and,
55 and better programs.

The Caledonia Resource Center offers a variety of sports camps and enrichment classes for
students during the summer months. Enrichment classes include guitar, karate, math
tutoring, art and science. The sport camps offered in the summer that are lead by the high
school varsity coaching staff and are dedicated to helping students with the fundamental
skills of each sport.

Local Area Sports Organizations

Many local youth sports organizations and clubs operate within Caledonia and make use of
the number of public-school recreational fields including:

American Youth Soccer Organization; https://ayso.org
Caledonia Baseball/Softball League; caledonialittieleague.com
Caledonia Youth Lacrosse Club; caledoniayouthlacrosse.com
Caledonia Area Travel Soccer; catsfc.net

Caledonia Youth Football; calyouthfootball.com

Past Grant Status

The Township received NRTF grant TF 15-0215 for the 2018 acquisition of property
adjacent to Caledonia Lakeside Park.

The Township was recently denied application TF18-0155(1) for park development
on 12.14.18.

Neither the village or township have any outstanding grants or unresolved
conversions.
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SECTION E -

PROGRAM OF ACTION, CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEDULE AND RATIONALE

The formulation of community recreation goals and objectives is a vital component of the action
program. The goals and objectives represent the purposes for a community’s role in providing
recreation to its residents as well as outlining the direction that the community’s effort shouid
take in the long term. Goals are the general targets for which a community aims. Objectives are
the specific steps that can be taken towards that goal. A recreation plan identifies those actions
that can be undertaken to implement the objectives and fulfill the community’s goals.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
Goal1 ACQUIRE, DEVELOP, MAINTAIN AND PRESERVE OPEN SPACE AND

DEVELOP RECREATIONAL FACILITIES TO SERVE THE NEEDS OF THE

VILLAGE AND TOWNSHIP'S PRESENT AND ANTICIPATED POPULATION.

Objectives

A.

Encourage, support and develop a linear trail system to connect local park
facilities with particular emphasis on connecting recreational resources and
community-wide destinations and anchor institutions through the planning and
construction of a network of non-motorized trails. The Village and Township
should actively pursue acquisition of property and/or use easements on privately
owned property in the Village and Township wherever practical.

Explore trailway linkages and connections to local and regional points of interest
such as water access points, regional parks and natural corridors.

Provide access points to regional trail systems
Monitor local real estate acquisition opportunities

Evaluate potential recreational properties by the criteria provided in this plan,
focusing on properties providing the greatest potential to meet the community’s
recreational goals.

Acquire additional park property as opportunities present themselves in high
growth areas of the Township, which may be distant from existing park facilities.

. Acquire park property in the Village through collaboration and agreement with the

Village and Township.

Acquire additional property to preserve open space in keeping with the
Township's rich agricultural history.

Explore opportunities for acquisition of sensitive properties along the Thornapple
River.

Evaluate historical properties for acquisition, preservation, rehabilitation, and
adaptive re-use for a variety of uses whether recreational, educational and non-
recreational.

Develop recreation opportunities on existing undeveloped properties such as
Community Green and others in the local recreation inventory, by providing the
requested Splash Pad, Picnic Pavilion, Outdoor Green Space, Water Access,
Habitat Preservation, Dog park, Farmer's Market, Non-Motorized Trails and
others as indicated in the community charrette results in the Appendix

Plan for a sustainable parks and recreation program in the community budget
including maintenance, development, and acquisitions.
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Goal 2

Goal 3

Goal 4

DEVELOP A SYSTEM OF PARK FACILITIES THAT PROMOTE FOUR SEASON

USE.

Objectives:

Provide residents with opportunities for recreation that provide multiple seasons of use
within the Village and Township and the respective park facilities.

Potential Actions:

A.

B.

C.

Construct compatible yet diverse uses within the parks that promote spring,
summer, fall and winter use.

Explore options for multi-seasonal facilities such as combining warming shelters
& restrooms or ski & hiking trails.

Explore options for cross country skiing, snowshoeing, skating, sledding and
other outdoor winter activities.

CONTINUE IMPLEMENTING UNIVERSAL DESIGN CONCEPTS AT ANY AND

ALL PARK LOCATIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A PARK'S DEVELOPMENT

MASTER PLAN.

Obijectives:

Develop new facilities and programs including new restrooms, picnic facilities, paved
parking, walking paths, new play equipment and lighting.

Potential Actions

A
B.

C.
D.

Provide for universally accessible play areas, restrooms, picnic facilites and
shelters.

Provide for paved parking areas and trails to provide barrier-free access to all
areas.

Improve signage for visually or physically impaired park users.

Promote the philosophy that universal access in park design goes beyond just
mobility issues. Incorporate technology, materials and design considerations to
provide opportunities for all people in any case of mobility, sight, hearing or
mental disability.

ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN THE VILLAGE AND TOWNSHIP BY
PROVIDING MULTI-GENERATIONAL, FULLY ACCESSIBLE AND SAFE
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES THAT ARE RESPONSIVE TO THE NEEDS OF
ALL RESIDENTS WITH HIGH QUALITY RECREATIONAL FACILITIES THAT
EFFICIENTLY UTILIZE AVAILABLE RESOQURCES.

Obijectives

A. Develop a variety of recreational facilities that reflect the changing and diverse
needs of the Village and Township residents.

B. Whenever feasible, take advantage of other resources for the development and
maintenance of recreational facilities such as non-local funding sources or the
inclusion of concessions or shared operating agreements.

C. Utilize design, construction, and maintenance practices that maximize benefits

D. Provide both active and passive recreation opportunities

E. Encourage the regular use of recreationa! facilities.

F. Develop unique recreational opportunities for elderly and physically challenged
citizens. Recreational opportunities should be fully accessible to all individuals
whenever possible.

G. Provide play areas that are in conformance with the “Playground Equipment

Safety Act”.
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Potential Actions:

o>

m

F.

Evaluate the actual use and utilization at existing recreation facilities.

Improve existing recreation facilities

Include public in the planning, programming and design.

Modify, update, or change the programming of existing parks when necessary, to
more effectively fulfill the needs of Village and Township residents

Continue the development of a non-motorized path system linking efforts by
other surrounding communities such as the Dutton, Middleville, Alto, Cascade
Township and Gaines Township.

Construct trailway linkages to tie to regional trails.

Goal5 DEVELOP A SYSTEM OF NON-MOTORIZED PATHS WHICH WILL LINK THE

VILLAGE AND TOWNSHIP TO ADJACENT COMMUNITIES AS WELL AS

LINKING THE VILLAGE AND TOWNSHIP'S RESIDENTIAL AREAS WITH

PARKS, COMMERCIAL CENTERS, EDUCATIONAL CENTERS AND

WATERWAYS.
Obijectives:

A

B.

Provide residents with a multi-modal path system that provides opportunities for
recreation as well as convenient and safe travel.

Enhance access to major destinations in the Village and Township including
existing and planned parks, schools, residential and business areas, including
connections to adjacent communities.

Potential Actions:

A

oo w

m

Examine options for multi-modal transportation such as non-motorized paths,
bike lanes, dedicated bike routes, etc. to link developing residential
neighborhoods in the Village and Township with major activity areas, such as
parks, schools and retail areas.

Continue the development of a non-motorized path system linking efforts by
other surrounding communities such as the Dutton, Middleville, Alto, Cascade
Township and Gaines Township.

Construct trailway linkages and access points to tie to regional trails.

Develop system of wayfinding signage to aid users in navigating and utilizing
park facilities.

Utilize the 2018 Future Non-Motorized Path Master Plan to guide the
identification of priority areas for acquisition and development of items A-D

Avoid duplication of efforts and ensure best regional outcomes through
cooperative effort with Kent County, neighboring communities, and other
organizations to promote, manage, oversee, plan and seek joint funding for trails
in the community and establish connections to the developing regional trail
infrastructure.

Goal 6 CONTINUALLY IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF AND THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR

RECREATION IN THE VILLAGE AND TOWNSHIP BY REASSESSING

COMMUNITY RECREATION NEEDS, TRENDS, AND CHARACTERISTICS.

Obijectives

A

B.
C.
D.

Expand and develop a pool of community park advocates

Monitor Changes to Grant Eligibility and Funding Structure.

Continue the involvement of Village and Township residents in the identification,
selection, and development of recreational facilities

Monitor the effectiveness of the Village and Township's efforts in fulfilling
identified goals and objectives.
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E. Monitor the effectiveness of providing fully accessible opportunities for Village
and Township residents.

Potential Actions:

A. Establish and appoint members to a permanent Parks & Recreation Commission.

B. Facilitate regular meetings of the Parks & Recreation Commission.

C. Periodically update this Recreation Plan.

D. Develop public surveys to establish the community's needs and desires for parks
and recreation programs and facilities

E. Replace under-utilized, damaged, and obsolete facilities.

Goal7 PROMOTE THE COORDINATION, COOPERATION AND EXPANSION OF
RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS WITH OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES, PRIVATE
ENTERPRISE,  CITIZEN GROUPS, AND OTHER INTERESTED
ORGANIZATIONS WITH THE COMMON GOAL OF IMPROVEMENT OF
RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR VILLAGE AND TOWNSHIP
RESIDENTS.

Objectives

A. Utilize volunteers in the development of recreational facilities.

B. Ultilize public and private sector cooperation in the promotion of recreation and
the improvement of recreational opportunities.

C. Maintain and establish cooperative alliances with the Caledonia Community
School District, Regional YMCA and others for community recreation
programming.

D. Encourage the cooperation and participation of adjacent communities in the
formation of a regional recreational advisory board in an effort to combine
resources and avoid duplication of facilities and services.

E. Continue to work with Kent County and be a part of their Master Plan and grant
opportunities.

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

A variety of factors, including community characteristics, population trends, existing recreation
facilities, and identified recreation needs, contribute to the formulation of specific
recommendations for plan implementation. These specific recommendations represent the
actions that can be undertaken to achieve the objectives that have been directed towards a
community’s recreation goals. These recommended actions also represent the substance and
purpose of a recreation plan - the development of a strategy for effectively closing the gap
between existing recreation opportunities and recreation needs.

Comparing the Village and Township population to national standards for recreational uses
provides only a general idea of surplus or deficiencies. It must be understood that the MDNR
standards are not intended to be followed to the letter. Needs vary from one community to the
next and can greatly be influenced by program needs that go well beyond the population of a
given community. Based on the standards, the Village and Township currently meet most active
recreational facility needs due to the high number of County and school facilities. This may
change if these facilities are not readily available to the general public for use especially in the
case of school facilities. Some deficiencies have been identified during public input (see
appendix). As the area’s population continues to grow, there will continue to be the need to
provide to trailways to link parks and other destinations together was well as provide other non-
consumptive recreational activities or passive recreational activities that do not alter or change
land or impact land resources or wildlife. Providing residents with opportunities and facilities on
existing parcels and the acquisition and preservation of open space and historical features will
continue to be of key importance to preserve and protect the area’s history.
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In instances of emerging areas of recreational needs, such as the development of non-motorized
trails, it is logical to expect that the project limits will need to be established by the identification
of key connection points that should not be excluded or limited by geo-political boundaries. The
Village and Township should explore the cooperation and participation of adjacent communities
such as the Middleville, Dutton, Kentwood, Alto, Cascade Township, Gaines Township and
Kentwood in the formation of a regional recreational advisory board in an effort to combine
resources and avoid duplication of facilities and services. These cooperative efforts can also
involve other entities such as Consumers Energy, local schools and Kent County.

In opening discussions with surrounding village and township representatives, a common goal of
the need for the development of a non-motorized path system to provide residents easier access
to adjacent recreational amenities on a regional level was identified. To implement such a multi-
modal system, the following are suggested measures:

1. Continue to develop and refine the master plan for regional and local level multi-
modal trail systems.

2. Establish local recreational and trail authority consisting of surrounding township
representatives in order to facilitate decision-making and joint funding of
acquisition, development and maintenance of multi-jurisdictional trail projects.

3. The Village and Township should cooperate and agree on acquisition and/or use
easements on privately owned property in the Village and Township where
mutually beneficial.
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Source: Prein & Newhof, 2018
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An October 2018 workshop was held to assess community needs and gain input for
programming at the property near the library, connecting to the northern end of Lakeside Park.
The full results of that exercise are attached in the appendix. The list of development options
corroborated the perceived need re-assess historical programming and look to the users to
provide the map toward less traditional recreation facilities.
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The following recommendation and capital improvement schedule outlines and assigns relative
priorities to activities and projects that can be implemented in both the short-term and long-range
future to improve recreational opportunities in the Village and Township. Those activities and
projects that can be undertaken during the five-year planning period (2019-2023) have been
summarized in a Capital Improvement Program Schedule. This schedule includes possible
funding sources for each suggested project.

While these projects are recommended for implementation during the planning period, they are
highly dependent upon financial and administrative feasibility. It is also suggested that the
community take advantage of any unscheduled opportunities that may arise. Such opportunities
can be evaluated and included in this plan as an amendment to the schedule.

Capital Improvement Schedule

Year Project Est. Cost Justification Funding Source
2019 Northshore Park and Community Green TBD Goals MNRTF
Improvements Local Match
Inland Fisheries
Donations/Foundations
2020 Recreational Facilities Development TBD Goals MDNR
MNRTF
Local Match
2021 Trail access and connections TBD Goals TA
MDOT
Local Match
Donations/Foundations
2022 Open Space Acquisition 8D Property, Goals MNRTF
Local Match
LWCF
2023 Maintain & upgrade accessibility to TBD Property, Goals Passport
existing facilities General Fund
Local Match
Donations/Foundations
Abbreviations
MDNR - Michigan Department of Natural Resources MDOT - Michigan Department of Transportation
LWCEF - Land and Water Conservation Fund MNRTF- Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund
TA -Transportation Alternatives Program — MDOT Passport — Local Public Rec. Facilities Fund

FINANCING MECHANISM

The following paragraphs briefly outline existing sources of funds for financing the future
recreational improvements in the Village and Township.

1. General Funds

The Township's general fund has been the primary source of funds for operating and maintaining
its current facilities. Future site improvements, acquisition, and development will remain
dependent on these tax-supported funds, as will the continued operation and maintenance of
these facilities. Consequently, recreation planning has to be coordinated with the yearly
budgeting process for the Township’s general funds.

The village has a current annual parks maintenance budget of $4,500

2. Donations and Gifts

The availability of donated land, labor, equipment, and funds from individuals and organizations
is an attractive and effective way to improve recreational opportunities in the area. Over the past
few years, several groups and individuals have contributed significantly. Such support should be
encouraged to continue.

3. Millage
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In an effort to raise matching funds or fund projects with local money, many community leaders
have placed ballot proposals before their residents for a dedicated increase in their existing mill
property tax to fund park maintenance and repair, including care for new parks and newly
acquired parks, compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), as well as safety and
security improvements. Establishment of a Park Improvement/Development, Maintenance and
Repair Millage will assure that parks and facilities will be maintained at the level of quality
expected by park users and that new parkland will have adequate amenities.

4, Multi-jurisdictional Funding

One of the primary goals of establishing a trail authority comprised of adjacent townships would
be to establish a joint source of funding for acquisition, development and maintenance of multi-
jurisdictional trail projects. It is too premature to discuss levels or formulas for financial
participation/contribution, but by forming such a coalition, the individual townships will collectively
be in a stronger position in seeking future matching grants than if pursuing projects individually.

5.  Non-local Financial Assistance

Many communities seek outside sources of funds to supplement their local sources when
providing recreational improvements. There are several programs administered by the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) that can provide some financial assistance to local
recreation projects. Funding amounts available to communities vary from year to year
depending on Federal support and State legislative agendas.

The Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) is a competitive grant program administered by
the Michigan Department of Transportation that funds projects such as nonmotorized paths,
streetscapes, and historic preservation of transportation facilities that enhance Michigan's
intermodal transportation system and provide safe alternative transportation options. These
investments support place-based economic development by offering transportation choices,
promoting walkability and improving the quality of life. The program uses Federal Transportation
Funds designated by Congress for these types of activities. Some key information on the TA
program are as follows:

o Funding with be reduced from the current $23 million a year to $14-16 million a year.
Project funding will be more competitive than previously with the average per capita
award in the $44-50 per person range.

e Minimum match is still 20% however historic average is 34% and the 2011 average was
44% local match to grant. Any project request for over $2,000,000 total project cost must
be 50%-50%. The most favorable grant request will likely be in the $500,000 range.

e Regional Trails will still be a priority, as will urban area streetscapes. Museums and
historic preservation projects will be phased out for funding consideration.

e Preliminary grant application review with regional staff is encouraged to determine
competitive nature of project and gather suggestions from TE staff. Project narratives
should focus on intermodal transportation opportunities as they relate to the larger
picture in the community, traffic calming, improving safety and improving water quality
through best management practices.

The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) is administered by the MDNR. The
MNRTF program utilizes the royalties from oil, gas, and other mineral developments on state-
owned lands to help finance the acquisition and the development of outdoor recreation facilities.
The CMI program is the result of the passage of Proposal C of 1998.

Any unit of government, including school districts, may apply for grants to develop or acquire
land(s) for public recreation or resource protection purposes. Application forms are available on
February 1 of each year. The application deadlines are April 1 and September 1, of each year.
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The MDNR submits a list of recommended projects to the legislature the following January and
funds are available after legislative appropriation, usually the following fall.

All local units of government must provide a local match of at least 25 percent of total project
costs. For MNRTF development projects, the minimum funding request is $15,000, and the
maximum is $300,000. Proposals must be for outdoor recreation or resource protection
purposes. Outdoor recreation support buildings and other facilities are eligible for development
funding, as is the renovation of existing recreation facilities.

All applicants must have a current DNR-approved community recreation plan, documenting the
need for project proposal.

In addition, any private individual may nominate land for public acquisition under this program.
All nominations are reviewed by the MDNR for possible acquisition and the landowner is not
required to be the person nominating a parcel of land for public acquisition. Nomination forms
are available at any time from the DNR Recreation Division and may be submitied to the
Department year-round.

The Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) program makes money available to the
States for land acquisition and development of outdoor recreation facilities. From 1965 to 1996,
the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) received over $100 million in LWCF assistance for
more than 1,500 projects, over 1,100 of which have been grants to local governments. The
objective is to provide grants to local units of government and to the State to acquire and
develop land for outdoor recreation.

Applications are evaluated on established criteria including project need, capability of applicant,
and site and project quality. At least 50 percent match on either acquisition or development
projects is required from local government applicants with a $30,000 minimum and $100,000
maximum funding limit. The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) makes
recommendations to the National Park Service (NPS), which grants final approval. Criteria are
spelled out in the "Recreation Grants Selection Process" booklet given to all applicants.

PA 32 of 2010 created the Local Public Recreation Facilities Fund to be used for the
development of public recreation facilities for local units of government. Money for this fund is
derived from the sale of the Recreation Passport which replaces the resident Motor Vehicle
Permit (MVP) — or window sticker — for state park entrance. The passport will be required for
entry to state parks, recreation areas and boating access sites. Ten percent of remaining
revenue will be used to fund the Recreation Passport local grant program. A 25% minimum
local match is required for the Passport grant program with a maximum grant amount of $45,000
and a minimum of $7,500.

The grant program may only be used for local development projects. The program is focused on
renovating and improving existing parks, but the development of new parks is eligible. In
addition, projects must fulfill the following requirements in order to be eligible:

« Current annual capital improvement plan (CIP) — plan must include the proposed project. If
your community does not have a CIP, you must have a current approved recreation plan
on file with the DNR.

Organizations with an interest in developing fishing conditions in their areas may be able to get
financial assistance from a program established through the State Game and Fish Protection
Fund.

This fishing development grant is offered through the MDNR and can be as much as $200,000
annually, in cash or in-kind services. Projects eligible for funding include: culvert modifications
for improved stream flow; livestock or sheet erosion control projects; the development of
spawning riffles, fish cover structures, or spawning reefs; and the construction of fishing piers
and rough fish barriers.
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The MDNR accepts grant proposals from organized fishing groups and local units of
government. In all cases, projects are able to approach other sources such as the federal
government for additional matching funds.

The Historic Preservation Grant Program is administered by the Department of State with
funds made available through the National Park Service of the Department of Interior. The intent
of the program is to conduct surveys of architectural, engineering, archaeological, and historic
resources, to identify and nominate eligible properties to the National Register of Historic Places,
and to plan for the protection of those cultural/recreational resources.

The funds for this program are apportioned by the National Park Service directly to the State,
which, in turn, allocates funds on a project-by-project basis to local governments, organization,
and individuals.

In Michigan the Historic Preservation Grant program is administered by the Michigan Department
of State. The amount of assistance is up to 50% of the project expenses. Grantees are
reimbursed at the completion of the project for work done within the days of a contract between
the Department of State and the grantee. EXPENSES INCURRED PRIOR TO THE
EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT ARE NOT ALLOWABLE PROJECT COSTS AND WILL NOT
BE REIMBURSED.

The Inland Fisheries Grant Program offers grants up to $30,000 for projects that enhance the
state’'s aquatic resources. This program may be applicable to the scenic overlook fishing
platforms and educational kiosks.

Village and Township is committed to review all available funding sources and prepare the
necessary plans, reports, cost estimates, and funding applications, to achieve the goals of this
recreation plan.

Waterways Program Grants are funded through the Michigan State Waterways Fund from
state marine fuel tax and water craft registrations. By law, administration of the Waterways
Program is through the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and overseen by the
Department's Parks and Recreation Division.

Grants provide funding assistance for design/engineering and construction of public recreational
harbor/marina and boating access site/launch facilities throughout the state. Only local units of
government (city, village, township, or county) and public universities are eligible. Applicants may
cooperate with community/sports organizations in the implementation of projects. On-site
investigation by DNR, Parks and Recreation Division staff may be required to determine
suitability of proposed work. Applicant may also be required to document area boating demand.
Greater priority may be given to projects for which a local applicant documents match capability
equal to or greater than the percentage of project cost they are required to provide. The local
match can include in-kind expenses as long as they are well-documented.

Applications, and all required information, must be received by 5:00 p.m, April 1st. If April 1st
falls on a weekend, the deadline would be the last State working day prior to April 1st. The
application review and funding process for projects is from April 1st until an appropriation is
approved by the Legislature. This can take up to 18 to 24 months. Notification of approval for
engineering and smaller sized construction projects may occur within six months after completed
application form and proper documentation are received. Funding for construction is not released
until permits are secured.
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Comparison to Recreation, Park, and Open Space Standards and Guidelines

Public and Community Recommended Standard for

e +
;"c‘;i'\','i't‘;/ SemiPublic  School  Standard (inunits  Twp and SD‘:f‘i’c"i’:n(c )(_)
Facilities 12 Facilities per population)i3! Village Il y
Football 0 1 1 field/ 20,000 1 0
Soccer 0 7 1 field per 10,000 1 +6
1 field per 5,000 if
Softball 0 11 also used for youth 2.5 +8.5
baseball
Baseball
Official ) 3 1 field per 5,000 2.5 +.5
Little League 0 1 field per 3,000 0 -4
(lighted)
Volleyball*
gymnasium) 0 5 1 court per 2,000 5.5 .5
Tennis 0 20 1 court per 2,000 6 +14
Basketball 0 4 1 court per 5000 2.5 +1.5
Playground 2 4 1 per 3,000 4 +2
Picnic Areas 2 0 N/A 0 +2
Va mile
running track 0 1 1 track per 20,000 1 0
Swimming
pool 0 1 1 per 20,000 1 0
Beach area 0 0 1 per 3,000 3 -3
Boat Launch 1 0 N/A 0 +1
II-anekSkatlng N/A N/A 1/20,000 N/A Pr|v2trleefag|Lllrrt|§:|:2th|n
Sledding hill 0 0 1/40,000 1 -1
Trails 1 N/A 1 trail system per 1 0
region

[i1 Based on a 2010 census population of 12,332

2 Those facilities that are private and do not allow unauthorized public access are not included in this
comparison.

B MDNR Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway
Plans, 2012. Lancaster, R.A. (Ed.). (1990). Recreation, Park, and Open Space Standards and Guidelines.
Ashburn, VA: National Recreation and Park Association.

Note: This is not an inclusive amenities list. It is only a guide to be used with other planning data. It is based
on the NRPA Standards list and lists existing amenities.
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RESULTS

00000000060

WATER ACCESS (19)

RESTROOM FACILITIES (19)

SPLASH PAD (16)

NON-MOTORIZED TRAILS (15)

PICNIC PAVILION (14)

PLAYGROUND (13)

DOG PARK (13)

FARMERS' MARKET (12)

OUTDOOR GREEN SPACE (10)

HABITAT PRESERVATION (10)

COMMUNITY GARDEN (8)

RAIN GARDENS (6)

PICKLE BALL COURTS (6)

o [y
S
,I:'I’-!,-

sign

charrette

FISHING PIER/BOARDWALK (5)

TREE IDENTIFICAITON (5)

AMPHITHEATER/STAGE (5)

ENTRY SIGNAGE (5)
PARKING (3)

NNJA COURSE (2)
RECREATION/SR. CENTER (2)
ROLLER COASTER (1)
AMUSEMENT PARK (1)

POOL (1)

CLIMBING TREES (1)

BASKETBALL COURTS (1)

RELOCATE BARBER SCHOOL (1)

OUTDOOR P.E. (1)

progressive|
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Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management

PuBLIc OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

PosT-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Slal. 897 (1964); and Parl 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE: [JMICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND (] CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE

(Please sefect one) [_] LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND [C] RECREATION PASSPORT  [_] BOND FUND
GRANTEE: (Mlﬂlrv Za/;g_lnr d_/ [ar/raélw_z, _ -
PROJECTNUMBER: | f 5 —0R2 (5 ~ PROJECTTYPE: /_4(. /s 7(;4 “

ProJecT TiTLe: ( JLE Do 1A LAKES (D £ _Pﬂe-'a ~fMetH SHorE  (LAMD ﬂpp;"[lg_ﬂl B

PROJECTSCOPE: AcquiBE  PROPERTY Fup  FYVTVRE PARIL

To BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)

| Name of Agency (Graniee) Person . Title

 Cher ter Towpsnir M@— L ped1 ¥ _3? cire o FERTSW | “H Dt 1w s TpAT R
Address elephone R

| 2loc Brofpmik E SE | 46~ -¢677
City, State, ZIP Email .

. i O ALEDOV I P i, Hqz /6 rrobectscng doé&vmﬁm’;‘é

SITE DEVELOPMENT

| Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s). [Yes l%No

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation buildings.) []Yes gﬂo

|

|

\

! Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain. [Oyes JZNO

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
| If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain. w\’es [(INo

_ PpeGhy ) EETOEw TIe PLAGQUE Omiy  UaTil
__ _PARK s DEVELIPED W Q019 ThEW /W ENTRT <164/

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. K]Yes [ONo

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism. OYes [BNo

Pege 1 PR1944 (Rev 07/07/2014)




PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

—

| Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain. les [CNo

Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) i’

%es CNo [CIN/A

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?
| (i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. OYes mﬂo |

F

l —_—

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. (dves ﬂNo

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
a7 /75

COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)

PLAQUE 15 e/ A TEMPoRARY [oST ovwTIL PARK
IV ol HFTER wHicH

DEVELOPMENT Is CompL EYED

: TM‘IE T witk BE PERMAVENT LY PLACE

Pape 2 PR1944 (Rev 07/07/2014)



PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

CERTIFICATION

1 do hereby certify that | am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the information
and answers provided herein are true and accurate lo the best of my personai knawledge, information and belief.

| _BC_HLRD < IZB’EP_TQW'/

)

Please print

L" Mayeion L Clark.

lease print

b KT w/3]% |
Granlee Authorized Signalure Date 4

|

- - |

Witne ure . aaﬂ’pf/z/// 5, II

Send completed report to:

POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS

GRANTS MANAGEMENT

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925

Page 3

PR1844 (Rev 07/07/2014)






Project Name:

Project No:

Meeting Date:

Minutes Date:

Re:

Attendees:

P13876

October 25, 2018

October 31, 2018

Plan Update Kickoff Meeting

Sandy Stelma Village of Caledonia
Richard Robertson, Caledonia Township
Bryan Harrison, Caledonia Township
Rick Stout, F&V

Steve Czadzeck, F&V

1) Five Year Plan Update
a) Required for continued grant eligibility

b) 2014-2018 plan will be revised to meet requirements

2) Format will not change significantly

3) Contents need to be updated to update facility inventory, accomplishments & revised goals and objective

a) Township and Village Tasks
i) Provide Post Completion Self-Certification Form (PR1944) for ALL grant assisted properties in

the jurisdictions including photos of plaques and other general features.

ii) Compile list of any changes to recreation inventory

(1) Real Property - Acquisition, relinquishment or conversion. Include Parcel #, date, and

purpose
(a) Parcels Near Library

(2) Changes to recreational facilities — Addition or removal of facilities, structures, sports fields,

iii) List of Recreation Grants applied for in previous 5 years and status

drinking fountains, play equipment, access, signage, etc.

(a) Trail Extension

iv) Information on Recent campaigns
(1) Northshore / Lakeside Park
(2) Trail Master Plan

(3) Community Green

20181024Meeling Minutes docx

2960 Lucerne Drive SE
Grand Rapids, M| 49546
P: 616.977.1000

F: 616.977.1005
www.fveng.com



Caledonia Village and Caledonia Charter Twp. | Parks and Rec Plan Update | Oct 31, 2018
Page 2 of 3

(a) Executive Summary and minutes from community planning meetings

b) Outline of 2018-2023 Goals and Objectives (these can be intentionally vague to encompass
unforeseen opportunities).

i) Acquisitions
(1) Create connectivity and enhance water access for recreational opportunities.
ii) Development

(1) Provide opportunities for all residents (tying in with 3) A) iv)
(a) River Trail Connector and Sighage

(b) Dog Park
(c) Pickleball
(d) Bird Watching
{2) Replace obsolete facilities to adapt to current trends

4) Tentative Schedule
a) October 30, 2018 - F&V to begin general updates
b) November 12, 2018 - Village and Township provide 3.a. & b. items, above
c) November 20, 2018 — F&V deliver draft to Village and Township for staff review and comment
d) December 1 — December 30, 2018 —Thirty Day Public Notice
i) November 27, 2018 - Village and Township Post and Advertise
ii) Week of December 10, 2018 — F&V, Village and Township - Workshop / Public Meeting
e) December 14, 2018 — F&V assemble appendices, Incorporate Staff comments
f) January 7, 2019 — F&V deliver Final Draft
g) Vote to adopt plan
i) Village Council — January 14, 2019
ii) Township Board — January 17, 2019
h) Submit to State of Michigan DNR - January 23, 2019.

These minutes are our understanding of the items discussed and the decisions made. Please notify us of
any comments, concerns and/or corrections within five business days, otherwise these minutes will be
considered an accurate record of the meeting.

FLEIS & VANDENBRINK

=

Steve Czadzeck, LLA
Project Manager

Cc: Sandy Stelma, Village of Caledonia
Richard Robertson, Caledonia Twp.
Bryan Harrison, Caledonia Twp.
Rick Stout, F&V

Attachments:
PR1944

2960 Lucerne Drive SE
Grand Rapids, Ml 49546
P: 616.977.1000

F: 616.977.1005
www.fveng.com



Affidavit of Publication

" PUBLIC NOTICE

A draft copy of the Caledonta Village and Charter Township of Caledonia
2019-2023 Five Year Park & Recreation Plan is available for review and
public comment for a period of 30 days at the Village of Caledonia, 250
S. Maple St., Caledonia, MI, during regular office hours.

Feedback will be used to finalize the 5-Year Park & Recreation Plan
and discussed at a public hearing on January 22nd, 2019, at 6:00 pm at
the Village Hall located at 250 S. Maple St., Caledonia, MI 49316

Interested persons may attend the public hearing, Written comments
prior to this meeting may be addressed to Sandra Stelma, Managey, at
the address as noted above.

Sandra Stelma, Manager/Clerk
Village of Caledonia

STATE OF MICHIGAN
County of Kent

Fredric J. Jacobs -

being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he is one of the
publishers of the Sun & News, a newspaper

printed and circulated in said County of Kent;

that the annexed notice of.

Public Notice

e
LS

has been duly published in said paper for __1 issues,on
the following dates, to wit:
December 22™, A.D.2018
AD 20
- A.D. 20
A.D. 20

Subscribed and swomn to before me this _22nd

December AD. 2018

Oads 4 Reda

day of

Notary Public for Kent County
VICKI L BUTLER
NOTARY PUBLIC-STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF BARRY
My Commission Expires Augual 5, 2024
Acting In the County al Iﬂ ﬂ"fﬂ-_‘f
Wﬁu&'\" S, 2034

My Commission Expires




Village of Caledonia
Kent County, Michigan
250 S Maple St, Caledonia M1 49316

R19-02 Adoption of a 5 year Recreation Plan, Joint Parks & Recreation Plan with
Charter Township of Caledonia.

Members Present: Neil, VanGessel, Lindsey, Grinage, Soest, Hahn, Erskine

Members Absent: None

WHEREAS, the Village of Caledonia has undertaken a Five Year Parks and Recreation
Plan which describes the physical features, existing recreation facilities and the desired
actions to be taken to improve and maintain recreation facilities during the period
between 2019 and 2023, and

WHEREAS, a public comment session was held on January 22, 2019 at the Caledonia
Village Hall, 250 S Maple St, Caledonia, MI 49316, to provide an opportunity for
citizens to express opinions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the Recreation
Plan, and

WHEREAS, the Village of Caledonia has developed the plan for the benefit of the entire
community and to adopt the plan as a document to assist in meeting the recreation
needs of the community, and

WHEREAS, after the Public Hearing, the Village Council of the Village of Caledonia
voted to adopt said Recreation Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Village of Caledonia Village Council hereby
adopts the Village of Caledonia Recreation Plan as a guideline for improving recreation
for the residents of the Village of Caledonia,

MOTION by VanGessel, second by Lindsey, as amended per meeting minutes.

Yeas: -7-(Erskine-Y, Hahn-Y, Soest-Y, Grinage-Y, Lindsey-Y, VanGessel-Y, Neil-Y)

I, Sandra Stelma, Village of Caledonia Clerk, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a
true and original copy of a resolution adopted by the Village Council of the Village of
Caledonia at a special meeting thereof held on the 224 day of January, 2019.

v

e et (k. /42 -201F

Sandra Stelma, Clerk Date




VILLAGE OF CALEDONIA

County of Kent, Michigan

Public Hearing-Minutes
The Village of Caledonia held a Special Meeting on Monday, January 22, 2019 at 6:00 P.M.
at the Village Hall, 250 S. Maple Street, Caledonia, MI 49316

NOTE: Individuals with disabilities may request auxiliary aids and services for the meeting
by contacting the Village Clerk at 616.891.9384.

MINUTES FOR VILLAGE COUNCIL

Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call- Neil, VanGessel, Lindsey, Grinage, Soest, Hahn, Erskine

Absent- none

Open Public Hearing: Open Public Hearing:
R19-02 Adoption of a 5 year Recreation Plan. Motion to approve with the following
amendment: No additional Parks on vacant land in the Village limits unless approved by
the Village, by VanGessel, second by Lindsey. Motion carried.

Public Comment (Extended)

Council Comments

Adjournment

250 S Maple St Caledonia, MI 49316
616 891-9384 Fax 616 891-9730



Affidavit of Publication

I"hone: 616.891.0070
Fax: 616.891.0430

e

'UBLIC NOTICE

ER TOWNSHIP OF CALEDONIA
UNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN

nia Village and Charter Township of Caledonia 2019-
creation Plan is available for review and public com-
ys at the Caledonia Township Office, 8196 Broadmoor
‘ing regular office hours.

inalize the 5-Year Park & Recreation Plan and will be

ring on Monday, January 28, 2019 at 6:00pm at the
located at 8196 Broadmoor Ave SE, Caledonia, MI.

ttend the public hearing. Written comments prior to
255 to Jennifer Venema, Township Clerk at the address

STATE OF MICHIGAN
County of Kent

Fredric I, Jacobs

being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he is one of the
publishers of the Sun & News, a newspaper

printed and circulated in said County of Kent;

that the annexed notice of

Public Notice — S Year Parks & Recreation Plan_

has been duly published in said paper for __ | issues,on
the following dates, to wit:

December 29*, A.D.2018
A.D. 20
A.D. 20
— A.D. 20

Subscribed and swomn to before me this _29th

day of December A.D. 2018

Vale 3 8w

Notary Public for Kent County
VICKI L. BUTLER
NOTARY PUBLIC-STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF BARRY
My Commissian Expires ME 5, 2024

Acting in the Caunly of ﬁm¥

My Commission Expires \Qu&u st & 90



Resolution No. R2019-002

CHARTER TOWNHIP OF CALEDONIA
COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN

At a special meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Caledonia, held
at the Caledonia Township Hall, 8196 Broadmoor Ave SE, Caledonia, Michigan on the 28th day
of January, 2019, at 6:00 p.m.

PRESENT: Members: Snoeyink, Hermenet, Bradshaw, Robertson, Venema, Zoller
ABSENT: Members: Harrison

The following resolution was offered by Member Zoller and supported by Member
Snoeyink:

Resolution of Adoption
Village and Charter Township of Caledonia
5-Year Park & Recreation Plan 2019-2023

Resolution No. R2019-002

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Caledonia has undertaken a Five Year Parks and
Recreation Plan which describes the physical features, existing recreation facilities and the
desired actions to be taken to improve and maintain recreation facilities during the period
between 2019 and 2023, and

WHEREAS, a public comment session was held January 28, 2019 at the Caledonia Township
Hall, 8196 Broadmoor Ave SE, Caledonia, MI 49316, to provide an opportunity for citizens to
express opinions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the Recreation Plan, and

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Caledonia has developed the plan for the benefit of the
entire community and to adopt the plan as a document to assist in meeting the recreation needs of
the community, and

WHEREAS, after the public meeting, the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of
Caledonia voted to adopt said Recreation Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Charter Township of Caledonia Board of Trustees
hereby adopts the Charter Township of Caledonia Recreation Plan as a guideline for improving
recreation for the residents of the Charter Township of Caledonia.

AYES: Snoeyink, Hermenet, Bradshaw, Robertson, Venema, Zoller

NAYS: None

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

C Vownpde. [rema

Jennjyfer Vengfha, Township Clerk
Chdrter Township of Caledonia




DRAFT 01/28/2019

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CALEDONIA
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MEETING NOTICE

A special meeting of the Charter Township of Caledonia Board of Trustees
will be held beginning at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, January 28, 2019
at the Caledonia Township Hall, 8196 Broadmoor Avenue, Caledonia, Michigan.

NQTE: Individuals with disabilities may request auxiliary aids and services for the meeting
by contacting the Township Clerk at 616.891.0070.

Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL TIME: 6:00pm
Members Present:  Snoeyink, Hermenet, Bradshaw, Venema, Zoller
Members Absent: Harrison
Others Present: Citizens, press
PUBLIC COMMENT (BRIEF — UP TO 2 MINUTES) Time/Began:
Time/End:
Public Comment: None

Board Response:

. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

A. None
. INQUIRY OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST
A. None

. OLD BUSINESS

A. None
NEW BUSINESS

A. Public Hearing — Caledonia Village and Caledonia Township 5-Year Park and Recreation Plan

Motion Stated: Snoeyink — motion to open the Public Hearing
Motion Supported: Zoller
Motion Status: Approved

Mike Wolf — 6373 Buttrick Ave

Commends the Township/Village for looking forward

Two Rivers Greenspace and Riverbend Park are both near and dear to his heart.
Would like to see them maintained as greenspace areas

Would like to see the property borders marked with signage

Would like to see additional pickle ball courts added to parks

Submitted a letter for the record
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Dorothy Wolf — 6373 Buttrick

Very pleased with the plan

Would like to see kayak/canoe launches at Riverbend and Two Rivers
Would also like to see these areas maintained as Greenspace areas
Would like to see unpaved trails

Submitted a letter for the record

O 0 0 OO0
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Steve Czadzeck — Fleis & VandenBrink

o Village requested that the plan include language that for any future purchase of land
within the Village, that the purchase is done by a joint resolution of both the Village and
the Township

o Noted that there are a few revisions that need to be amended (i.e. dates, board member
names)

Treasurer Robertson commented that the Greenspace areas that were mentioned are owned by Kent
County Parks. He also stated, with regard to the Village's request, that it is unlikely that there would be
any future purchases of land for parks within the Village.

Trustee Hermenet commented that he thought it was odd that communication from the Village is coming
through our Fleis & VandenBrink representative and that this was not brought up in the regular meetings
with the Village representative.

Motion Stated: Zoller — motion to close the public hearing
Motion Supported: Snoeyink
Motion Status: approved

B. Resolution — Resolution to adopt the Caledonia Village and Cailedonia Township 5-Year Park and
Recreation Plan 2019-2023
Motion Stated: Zoller — Motion to adopt the Caledonia Village and Caledonia Township 5-
Year Park and Recreation Plan 2019-2023

Motion Supported: Snoeyink

Roll Cali: Snoeyink — Aye Venema - Aye
Hermenet — Aye Zoller — Aye
Bradshaw — Aye Robertson — Aye
Harrison — Absent
Motion Status: approved
8. BOARD COMMENTS Time/Began:
None Time/End:
9. PUBLIC COMMENT (EXTENDED - UP TO 5 MINUTES) Time/Began: 6:15pm

Time/End: 6:19 pm
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Public Comment: Jay DeKleine — DeKleine Builders — inquired as to the timeline for the
Community Green project.
Board Response: Treasurer Robertson responded that construction should begin this year.

The project will be going out to bid shortly and should be complete by the
end of summer

10. ADJOURNMENT TIME: 6:19 pm
Motion Stated: Zoller
Motion Supported: Snoeyink
Motion Status: approved

Bryan Harrison, Supervisor

Jennifer Venema, Clerk

Minutes Reported By:  Jennifer Venema, Clerk



Attention: Roger Sabine - Director Date: January 29, 2019
To: Kent County Parks Project No.: 837810
1700 Butterworth SW
Grand Rapids, Ml 49534-7065 Project Village and Charter Township
Description: of Caledonia 5 Year Park &

Recreation Plan

Quantity Description

1 Adopted 5 Year Park & Recreation Plan 2019-2023
Remarks

| | For Approval / Signature
For Field Use

For Your File

Project Manager

2960 Lucerne Drive SE
Grand Rapids, Ml 49546
P: 616.977.1000

F: 616.977.1005
www.fveng.com
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Attention: Date: January 29, 2019

To: West Michigan Regional Project No.: 837810
Planning Commission
1345 Monroe Ave NW, Ste 255 Project Village and Charter Township
Grand Rapids, Ml 49505 Description: of Caledonia 5 Year Park &

Recreation Plan

Quantity Description
1 Adopted 5 Year Park & Recreation Plan 2019-2023
Remarks

x | For Your File
Other:

[ | For Approval / Signature
| For Field Use

Project Manager

CC: 5 Year Park and Recreation Plan Appendix

2960 Lucerne Drive SE
Grand Rapids, Ml 49546
P: 616.977.1000

F: 616.977.1005
www.fveng.com



