
 

 
 

 

VILLAGE OF CALEDONIA 

County of Kent, Michigan 
 

Minutes - Village Council Meeting 

March 10, 2025, 7:00 p.m. 

250 S. Maple St. SE, Caledonia, MI 

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call: Erskine, Schuler, Miller, Lindsey, Soest, Daley. Niles out with notice 

4. Brief public comment on agenda items (2 minutes) 

5. Communications 

a. Kent County Sheriff Department – Ryan Thome, South Sub Station 

i. 2 types of Patorl Cars - District Cars (respond to anywhere in the county), Township Cars 

(contracted with township and expected to respond to calls within the township), 4th Quarter 2024 

had 761 calls and 68 of those were within the Village, highest crime type was Domestic assualt 

which had 3 incidents. Deputies are in the area patrolling to decrease crime, 12pm-7pm on any 

day seems to be when the uptick in crime comes. Total for 2024 was 284 incident calls, highest 

call response was for False Alarms, total calls for 2025 is 39 so far with retail fraud leading the 

crimes (2 incidents) 

b. Petition against DNR Passport Grant 

6. Inquiry of Conflict of Interest 

7. Approval of consent and regular agenda* 

8. Consent Agenda. (One Motion Accepts All) 

a. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes for February 10, 2025 Council Meeting 

b. Treasurer report 

c. Payment of bills 

i. Motion to approve by Miller, 2nd by Soest 

9. Reports from Council, Staff and Consultants 

a. Engineers & Consultants – Fleis & Vanden Brink, Infrastructure Alternatives 

i. Fleis & VandenBrink  

1. Parks & Recreation 5yr Plan, approved by DNR still waiting on Township 

2. Category B project – following up and doing final touch ups for the project  

3. Kinsey Phase II –  design engineer proposal to get through bidding, next FY2027 for the 

construction of the project, sanitary sewer will not be a cost for the Village portion, only 

a portion of the the roadway and drainage costs 

4. Potential road improvement projects – Higley St and Kaechele mill & fill 

b. Liaisons – School Board, Township 

i. School Board – Purchase for Paris Ridge Playground equipment and furniture for Dutton Elem., 

buying buses and the community center opened up 

ii. School Board – Resolution for an easement for Kettle Reserve, contract with Everett landscaping 

for the Community Greens 

c. Other Committees 

i. Events Committee – Egg Hunt will be April 19, 2025 at the Community Greens, chair Sarah Buer 

d. DPW Foreman Report 

i. Going well, spring clean up, projects under way 

 



 

 
 

 

e. Manager Report 

i. After the Approval of the plow vehicles, we sent the old vehicles to auction and have received 

payment 

ii. Pre-build meeting with Truck & Trailer for the parts we will want to add to the chassis, 18 month 

build 

iii. Streetscaping purchases for next month that we have been looking into ordering 

10. Discussion Item(s) 

11. Unfinished Business 

a. Employee Handbook 

b. Branding Campaign 

i. Motion to Table both items by Erskine, 2nd by Miller 

ii. Vote: All Ayes 

12. New Business 

a. Approval to Purchase new Accounting & HR Software from G-Works, and for the Village Manager to 

sign contract, see purchase request 

i. Motion to approve purchase by Miller, 2nd by Schuler 

ii. Vote: All Ayes 

b. DNR Passport Grant Application and Overview – PUBLIC HEARING 

i. PUBLIC HEARING on Michigan DNR Passport Grant Application (3 minutes per person) 

1. Fleis & Vandenbrink presented the overview of the project design and elements 

2. President Lindsey opened the Public Hearing – 7:45pm 

3. Seventeen residents/business owners spoke against the submission of the DNR grant 

application citing:  

• decreased property values; increase in crime; poor visibility of the parking lot; 

car noise; people noise; safety for kids; removal of trees; waste of tax payer 

money; misuse of funds; light pollution; increased traffic in the area; drainage of 

the parking lot to seep into well water; want to live peacefully; make Main St a 

one-way street; repaint the parking lines; would like a less intrusive design 

created; people park in the middle of the road to drop off /pick up kids; add more 

stop signs on Main St to slow speeds; need a sidewalk on Kinsey 

4. Five residents/business owners spoke for approval of the grant submission citing: 

• improved safety; good allocation of our resources; beautify the space; people 

park in front of their businesses to walk to the trail constantly; great growth and 

change in the area has an impact; off street parking is safer for people; 

infrastructure has changed; there are 23 businesses and apartments in the small 2 

blocks that push parking outward; we want to serve our community and bring 

more people here to enjoy it 

5. Closing of Public Hearing – 8:40pm 

6. Fleis & Vandenbrink addressed concerns that were brought up by the community 

c. Resolution R05-25 – DNR Passport Grant Application Submission and for Village Manager to sign 

i. Motion by Erskine, 2nd by Schuler 

ii. Vote: Ayes – Schuler, Miller, Lindsey, Soest, Daley, Nay – Erskine 

d. Approval to Purchase quarterly shredding services, and for the Village Manager to sign contract, see 

purchase request 

i. Motion to approve Advanced Document Destruction by Schuler, 2nd by Soest 

ii. Vote: All Ayes 

e. Approval for Village Manager to sign request from Fleis & Vandenbrink for engineering services for 

Kinsey Street Improvements – Phase II 



 

 
 

i. Motion to approve by Miller, 2nd by Schuler 

ii. Vote: All Ayes 

f. Resolution R03-25 – Amend Public Works Hours of Operation to create Seasonal Hours 

i. Motion by Miller, 2nd by Schuler 

ii. Vote: All Ayes 

g. Resolution R04-25 – To approve amendment No. 42 in the articles of incorporation of Grand Valley 

Metropolitan Council, add Blendon Township 

i. Motion by Schuler, 2nd by Miller 

ii. Vote: All Ayes 

h. Resolution R06-25 – To Approve Brian Bennett, Village Manager as the Village of Caledonia Grand 

Valley Metropolitan Council representative 

i. Motion by Erskine, 2nd by Miller 

ii. Vote: All Ayes 

13. Extended Public Comment (3 minutes) 

a. 4 residents spoke 

14. Manager Comments 

a. Nice to have all the residents here, good ideas, thank you for the comments, appreicate everyones 

willingness to come and discuss 

15. Village Council Comments and Announcements 

a. Lindsey – Happy 44th Anniversary Dan Erskine on the village council, thank you everyone who came out, 

a lot of work goes into what we do, we don’t these positions lightly, have been encouraged to work with 

the school and the township and this is a project where all of that is coming together, we are doing what we 

feel is best for the village 

b. Erskine – Ice Cream express opens up Wednesday 

c. Schuler – Thank you for coming, change is not always easy 

d. Miller – Thanks for coming everyone, recongized the Creative Writing team for 1st place overall, and they 

are all going to states in May 

e. Soest – 4 Handicap parking spaces, a stop sign to be placed at Main & Maple 

f. Daley – Thanks to everyone for coming, this job is not easy and a lot goes into this commitment, trying to 

do what is best for the community 

g. Niles – Congrats to Maddie Hayden on her 3-peat State championship 

16. Adjournment – 9:40pm 

a. Motion by Miller, 2nd by Schuler 

*Any council member shall have the right to add items to the regular agenda. 

 

Lisa Sonday, Clerk, Village of Caledonia 


