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VILLAGE OF CALEDONIA
County of Kent, Michigan

Planning Commission Meeting
250 Maple St. SE, Caledonia, MI
November 20 2025, 7:00 p.m.

AGENDA

Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call
Brief public comment on agenda items (up to 2 minutes)
Inquiry of Conflict of Interest
Approval and consent of Agenda
Approval of Minutes
a. Approval of Meeting Minutes from 10/23/2025
Unfinished Business
a. Sign Modification application for businesses to submit when requesting to alter the allotted
dimensions and size of their sign per the existing PUD documents, to be submitted with the sign
permit request
New Business

10. Public Comment (Extended — up to S minutes)
11. Commissioner Comments
12. Adjournment

Lisa Sonday
Village of Caledonia, Clerk



VILLAGE OF CALEDONIA
DRAFT PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, October 23, 2025 @ 7p.m.

Caledonia Village Hall
250 S. Maple St. SE
Caledonia, M1 49316

Minutes

Gerrianne Schuler, Stephon “Spike” Baird

Additional Attendees: Kathryn Stegink - Village Attorney, Brian Bennett - Village Manager; Village
President - Jennifer Lindsey

Absent Planning Commissioner(s): Monique Brennan
1. CALLTO ORDER 7:03 pm

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS (BRIEF - UNDER 2 MINUTES) - none

[&)]

. INQUIRY OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST - none

. APPROVAL AND CONSENT OF MEETING AGENDA

»

i.  Motioned to Approve with modifications to New Business by Schuler
ii. Seconded by Baird
iii.  Motion Carried

7. APRROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES - 9/25/25

i.  Motioned to Approve by Crozier
ii. Seconded by Ott
iii.  Motion Carried

8. Unfinished Business
a. Sign Modification Application for businesses to submit when requesting to alter the allotted
dimensions and size of their sign per the existing PUD documents (submitted with the sign permit

request)
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Per Attorney — Types of signs need to match ordinance. Basic types from ordinance is
sufficient. No need to add sandwich board because that is listed in 15.3 under temporary

signage.

Revisions — see example.

O

O

O

Add Page #s
Under Property Information, strike “Btiiteing” and replace with “Street”
Create indentations under “Street Frontage” for both “corner lot” and “vacant
lot”
With “corner lot” strike “side” and add “frontage for each side”
Strike New from “Requested Modification(s) for New Signage” to be
“Requested Modification(s) for Existing Signage” and add “(s)” to
“Signage(s)”
Add more spacing, especially top of page 2 for more room to write since most
applications are hand written.
In the “Type of Existing Sign(s)” & “Type of Replacement Sign(s)” —remove
bold from Existing and Replacement.
= Also in this section, have both be the same and:
e Remove “Digital” and “Interior”
e Add “Free Standing” and “Billboard/Off Premise”
e Strike Graphic in “Window Graphie”
e Combine “Pole/Blade”
Add “and/or be digital” to “Will the sign be illuminated:”
Replace “has” with “have” in “Written explanation why standards (see below)
for modification have been met (additional pages may be submitted).” Move
“see below” to (“see below”, additional pages may be submitted): at the end
of the statement.
For all numbers under “(a) Standards of Modification” better align the
indentation.
= Forexample,
“(1) The modification shall be compatible with adjacent existing and
future land uses and shall not be injurious to the use and enjoyment
of nearby property.”
Remove “15-12” from the end of #3.
Remove extra spacing so that the statement “Please provide Site Plan or
drawing with application that shows purposed location in relation to lot
line/buildings/roadways/right of way” will then sit at the bottom of page 2.
And replace the blue text with black, botded text.
In the “For Office Use Only” section, under both “Approved “ & “Approved
with Conditions” add
=  “Approved by:
O Village Council O Planning Commission O Zoning Administrator”



“Approved with Conditions by:

0 Village Council O Planning Commission O Zoning Administrator”
Will review 1 more time in November. That meeting is the week before it would fall on
Christmas and was previously approved at the January meeting.

9. New Business
a. Sign Modification Variance Request from Caledonia Animal Clinic (parent company -
Cascade Hospital for Animals)

Presentation from applicant. Family owned, 3 generation business. They live in Caledonia

Township. See the need in the community. Leasing 3 spaces. Assumed 90 ft due to 30 ft per

space, but not the case. Told only has 30 ft per business. Goal is to be visible as far as

Cherry Valley. Frontage should align to frontage. Would like name and logo.

Village Attorney — Due to PUD, special circumstances (15.7b). PUD designed to be
mixed use. Village Center PUD est. 1981 and amendments through 2010. 2003 est.
basic requirements - signs align to C2 district standards. Amendment allows for
flexibility since changes to PUD are laborious. To deviate from standards, you must
have PC & Village Council approval but without public hearings. PC can recommend
a deviation to the Village Council.
Square foot variance — Section 15.6b. See where the confusion is.
Restriction on wall sign not to exceed 30 sq ft. Considering frontage for
tenants, 15.4b5, take front wall per tenant and compute. Since not to exceed
200 sq ft has been met, this is possible. **Can’t exceed 18 ft from the
ground.
PC - Recommend a conditional approval for the building signage with
restrictions up to 60ft for business name and logo sign will be up to 25
sq ft. Billboard signage currently meets Village ordinance.
Asking Village Attorney to create a Motion to go to the Village
Council to request approval of the above modification at next
Council meeting (November 10%).
b. Village Attorney: Suggests form of motion to approve the issuance of a sign permit for
Caledonia Animal Clinic’s proposed placement of a new sign on the existing freestanding sign on
9375 Cherry Valley Avenue:

Motion to approve the issuance of a permit for Caledonia Animal Clinic’s proposed
placement of a new sign on the existing freestanding sign at 9375 Cherry Valley Avenue, with an
area of up to 35 square feet, as shown on the plan dated September 16, 2025, provided by the
applicant. The Planning Commission authorizes the Village Manager to issue a permit to the
Caledonia Animal Clinic for the placement of that new sign.

c. Motion to approve the issuance of sign permit for Caledonia Animal Clinic for the proposed
placement of a new sign on the existing freestanding sign on 9375 Cherry Valley Avenue as stated
per legal counsel by Schuler.

Seconded by Crozier.
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Motion approved.
d. Motion to adopt the resolution to recommend approval of sign application with modifications
for the Caledonia Animal Clinic in the Caledonia Village Center PUD with the changes
recommended by the Planning Commission by Schuler.
Seconded by Peters.
Motion approved.
10. Public Comment (Limited to 5 Minutes) - none

11. Commissioner’s Comments — none

12. Adjournment at 8:58 PM

Respectfully Submitted,

Kimberly Peters

Planning Commission, Secretary
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Village of Caledonia
Sign Permit Application

TYPE OF APPLICATION
[0 New Sign(s) O Modification of Existing Sign(s)

APPLICANT INFORMATION
Applicant Name/Business Name/Organization Name:

Mailing Address:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Contractor: Phone:

PROPERTY INFORMATION
Property Owner (if different from applicant):

Property Address/Location:

Parcel Number(s):

PUD Name (if applicable):

Zoning District:

Street Frontage (ft):

If corner lot with sign proposed on both sides, include building frontage for each side (ft):

If vacant lot, frontage on street (ft):

NEW SIGN REQUEST
Current Ordinance Section:

Type of Sign(s):
O Wall [ Awning OGround OPylon O Window O Freestanding O Pole/ Blade

O Billboard/Off-Premises O Banner [ Monument 0O Other:
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Proposed Dimensions:

e Length: e Width: e Height:

Total sign(s) area (sq ft):

Will sign be illuminated: [0 Yes [ No
e How will sign be illuminated?

REQUESTED MODIFICATION(S) for EXISITING SIGN(S)
Current Ordinance Section:

Current Sign Dimensions:

e Length: e Width: e Height:

Proposed Dimensions:

e Length: e Width: e Height:

Requested Modification/Amendment(s):

Reason for Request (check all that apply):

O Improve business visibility O Aesthetic compatibility with PUD design

O Safety / traffic considerations O Other:

Type of Existing Sign(s):
O wall OAwning OGround DOPylon O Window [ Freestanding [ Pole/ Blade

O Billboard/Off-Premises 0O Banner [ Monument [ Other:

Type of Replacement Sign(s):
O Wall OAwning OGround OPylon O Window 0O Freestanding [ Pole/Blade

O Billboard/Off-Premises O Banner [ Monument [ Other:
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Will the sign be illuminated and/or digital: 00 Yes [ No

e How will sign be illuminated?

Zoning District:

Please provide a written explanation why you believe the standards for modification have
been met (see the standards for modification below, additional pages may be submitted):

Section 15.8 Modifications by Planning Commission. The Planning Commission may modify the sign
regulations contained in this chapter, with respect to an increase in the height, number or area of signs,
or other modification of the requirements contained in this chapter, where the purposes of this chapter
will nevertheless be achieved by the modified provisions. In approving such modifications, the Planning
Commission shall consider the following criteria:
(a) Standards for Modification.

(1) The modification shall be compatible with adjacent existing and future land uses and shall not

be injurious to the use and enjoyment of nearby property.

(2) The modification shall improve and not impede emergency vehicle or personnel access, traffic

or pedestrian circulation.

(3) The modification shall be necessary because of topography, natural features, visual

obstructions or other unusual aspects of the site.

(4) The modification shall not result in traffic or safety hazards, shall not result in visual

clutter or distraction, and shall not otherwise result in a detriment to the public health, safety and

welfare.
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Please provide a site plan or drawing with this application that shows the proposed location of the
sign(s) in relation to lot lines/buildings/roadways/right of ways.

CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that the information provided in this application is true and correct.

Applicant’s Signature: Date:
Property Owner’s Signature (if different): Date:
For Office Use Only

Date Application Received:

Decision Date:

Approved by:
O Village Council [ Planning Commission [ Zoning Administrator

Approved with conditions by:
O Village Council [0 Planning Commission [0 Zoning Administrator
Conditions on Approval:

[ Denied:
Reason for Denial:
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